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Intensive Colonization:
The Perspective of the Libyans

As the Italian colonists settled down to work their farms, what was to
be the fate of the indigenous peoples? The colonists created a growing
population pressure on resources which for centuries hdd yielded a bare
living at best. For both peoples to survive without a major upheaval, the
Italians had to reach some kind of accommodation with the Libyans.
The vast majority of the indigenous peoples squerzed their livelihood
WMWWLM
W omprised less than 3 percent of the colony’s vast territory. About 90,
i 15, who totaled about 800,000, lived in an area of
%_g{% square %llometers which_was_suitable for aggcgltug,' 5nly

S the work force was engage ulaciiri
mostly processing—and an S -percent
worked in trade. Thus more than 75 percent of the indigenous
population, including_all_the major ethnic groups except the Jews,

The arrival of the colonists in 1938-39 meant that the Italians would
compete far more directly with the Libyans for the area’s limited
agricultural resources. i igrati the majority of the
Italian population was enga in civil service and manufacturing, witl

0%1 :1f55%er§c:e%t worki ‘W&a@m&%ﬁ;mm,
colomnists, the portion o talian labor force working in agricul-
isel haps as high as 40 percent.

NGoFwas the competitom fromthe Totontsts Tikely to diminish in the
future. Within_the agricultural zome, ‘the Italian population was
growing faster than the Libyan. During the last four years of coloniza-

. tion activity, the Italian population in every district of Northern
Tripolitania except Sabratha and Zuara expanded at a more rapid rate
than did the indigenous population.* The Italian in ... oz due

@ nrimarcite to the mass immiszations. But there are also indications that

[
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is crumbling; it is no longer the tribal division that is the social cell, as it still is
f in the west, but the little family group. The idea of the tribe, crystallized
4 by the demands of war, has been practically forgotten.

- THE VILLAGERS OF THE JEBEL

g Rising above the plain, the rocky ranges of the Jebel, cut by numerous
©  ravines and uniting in the south in a vast plateau, the Dahar, support numer-

—_—

ous villages.® In this mountainous milieu, a little more watered and tem-
perate than the plains, peoples have maintained themselves or have taken
refuge. Springs, stream water carefully conserved, dry farming in the regions
with sufficient rainfall make of the Jebel a country of tree crops: modest
clusters of palms crowd around the springs; numerous small fig trees mount
the valleys and scale the slopes of crumbling terraces; olives line the vales
or dot the platcau. i -

But there is very little space for cereal crops, and the talus-covered slopes
of the ravines afford only pasturage for goats. However, the people of the
mountain have annexed for themselves the southern border of the Jefara,
the Dahar, and even vast parts of the Gibla. The piedmont of the Jebel,

8 Socicti Italiana per lo Studio della Libia: La Missione Franchetti in Tripalitanias I Gebdl, Florence
and Milan, 1914; Jean Despois: Le Djebel Nefousa, Paris. 1933,
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" EMANUELE DE CILLIS
st.” terreno seminato che nei due periodi di lavoro, coincidenti con
la semina e la raccolta.

Ma poiché nelle zone settentrionali lo sfruttamento del terreto
a pascolo o seminativo viene, di norma, esercitato nei confini territec-
rali della propria tribi, per cui il ritorno alla sede & quasi costante 3
in determinati periodi, ‘non pud parlarsi di un vero nomadismo ma 5 1
di un’agricoltura e di agricoltori transumanti.
In Tripolitania, le oasi di el-Agélat e di Zuara, oasi duniche, ri-
strette, povere, senza pozzo o con rari Ppozzi, in cui la coltura arborea
& quasi esclusivamente rappresentata dalla palma e quella erbacea =
dall’orzo o dal frumento, non posscno Tappresentare un fattore impor-
tante dell’economia agraria del paese.
. I giardini del’oasi di Tripoli, grazie alla tranquillita ed alla sicu-
rezza esistente nella Regione, agli importanti provvedimenti di Governo
presi a favore dell’agricoltura indigena, ai bisogni determinatisi dalla
crisi alimentare prodotta dalla guerra, sono oggi tutti coltivati, e rela-
tivamente alla particolare economia agraria indigena, con una inten-
sivita di coltivazioni che pud considerarsi come grandissima; in ogni
modo come mai essa & stata, anche durante le epoche Pprecedenti la
nostra occupazione. Tale intensiviti per alito, potrebbe ancora accre-
scersi, ove fosse possibile accrescere il numero degli animali da lavoro =
(vacche) destinati all’elevazione dell’acqua dai pozzi, unica deficienza :
che si lamenta. La popolazione che vi risiede oggi & numerosa, stabile,
agiata e tranquilla.
Le altre oasi costiere di una certa importanza: Zauia, Zanzur,
Sahel di Homs, Zliten, hanno subito durante gli ultimi anni la furia
devastatrice della “guerra. Le loro condizioni quindi si possono consi- =
derare peggiori di quelle che erano all’epoca della nostra occupazione, sk
€ per molti riguardi, simili a quelle ben note, che caratterizzavano .
loasi di Tripoli nel rgrz. 3 :
I centri agricoli stabili dell’interno invece, sono stati molto meno ,
colpiti dalla guerra e le loro condizion: SOno presso a poco imrmutate.
; La steppa. poi & dappertutto quella che & stata e che in gran parte
sara, perché si tratta di terremo coltivabile non ancora appoderato.
Cid premesso, la popolazione indigena della Tripolitania essenzialmen..
te agricola, come si & visto, dev’essere considerata, nei rapporti con I'a-
sricoltura colonizzatrice, essenzialmente sotto un triplice punto di vista.

I° - Come occupante il suolo agrario tripolitano: tale questione,
che costituisce il nucleo del problema della colonizzazione verri—trat.
‘ata ampiamente pit avanti. ‘

2° - Come fornitrice di mano d’opera.
3° - Come possibile elemento di sicurezza nel paese,
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non differendosE qguesti da quelli ricorrenti nei terremn: gia valorizzati
dei thnplr}amnum paragrafi.

E il iz guindi che L-ge_og_l_xemtshnostru.sttenmm
sia per Ias originalité dells sus strutturs ehe per i nsnlmtx ed il

_Elﬁcstoehene&eznm

Fr. conTRATTO b MueHamasaH. — I} contratto di Mugharasash
(secondo Ia fonetiea mba) che qgui si mdichera con il nome italia— =
nizzato dr mugarsas, & origimario del Nord Africa dove & lergamente
applicate nella messa in valore delle terre node: per mezzo di questo
contratto si & resa thile I g gione di b parte delle oasi
di quella vastinsima regione, e in templ relativamente recemts, Fim-
pianto degli importantissim: olivet: di Sfax ™ Tunisia.

Quivi infatti molti preprietari anrovex utilizzarono qaesto con-

di quei vastissimi oliveti che ora stanno tra le pia importanti pian-
tagioni del Protettorato. Anche in Libia si & tentato di sdottare e
di adattare questo eoniratto per la bomifica agraria dei terreni di
colonizzazione, e si & applicato — con alcune modificazioni — fra
proprietari e rurali italiani. I risultati del tentativo non harro perd

raggiunto buon esito date Ie differenti condizioni ed esigenze dei
Iavoratori italiani rispetto a guelli indigeni — esigenze ds ems di-
pende in buona parte 'sndamento del contratto in parola — ma
sopratutto per la cattiva volonti: ed organizzazi degli impren—
ditor: eh&aﬂothmnnxlmnﬁnt&o di mugarsa, e per le insufficients
modificazioni e 1 deficienti - enti che a quello forono ap—
portati.

@ Non & facile dare una riassuntiva e completa definiziona della
mugarsa ed infatti varie ne sono citate ma non son tutte chiare e
compendiose. Tra gli autori italiani che si somo occupati di questo
contratto ricordiamo la definizione del Cucinotta (1) secondo i quale (1)
nella mugarsa « una parte, detis colono o secio Iavoratore, si eb-
bli; di piantare e di_ allevare nel fonde dell’altra _parte, piante

ik
fﬂtﬁiere od altre, ricevendo in corrispettivo una pgmone del fondo

coltivato e delle piante quande queste avrammo un’eti determinata

o daranneo frutti »
Altro autore, 1l Yalenzx (2) definisce cosi la mugarsa: <« un con- @
tratto per cui un colono assame I’obbligo nei confronti del proprie-

(1) B. Cucinovra - Ji contratto di psantagione nel diritto coloniale ¢ mw-
& Riv. Coloniale. Fase: 5. An-o IX. Vol I; 15-3-1984.°" "
(2) P. Vareszi - /I conivatie di p bagie i€ Rarsa) in diritfo mw-
sulmano e wella eonndud”-& delta Libia. Riv. Dir Agrario, Pase. 4, 1953
(Ottobre- Dicembre)_ i
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costratti agrari degli indigeni in Cirenaica

(« V. n. prec

Contratti di affitio.

Col termine Ara si indica in Cirenaica ogni contratto di-—affitto
‘a_che abbia come oggetto la locazione di cose ~(terremi, case ecc.),
"a che abbia come oggetto la locazione di servigi (ad es. lavoro);
siste anche un secondo termine che si riferisce piu specificatamente
la locazione di cose, e ciod Igiar, ma questo nel linguaggio parlato
‘iene usato pilt di rado. Il locatore vien detto cdri, il locatario crdui.

Si affittano_giardini mhe vicinanze degli
hitafi, e sopratutto nei dintorni di Bengasi, da parte di proprietari
-nestanti residenti nelle cittd o di allevatori di bestiame che mnon
nano occuparsi direttamente dei loro terreni. Ma giardini in affitto
trovano un po’ ovunque, sia pure coun non molta frequenza.

Oggetto della locazione & il terreno coltivato a giardino con le
_verse opere esistentivi che non sempre sono in buono stato di ma-
itenzione e delle quali qualcuna pud anche mancare (ad es. frangi-
-nti, sistemazioni irrigue ece.). Ne vengono quasi sempre escluse le
antagioni le quali restano per conto direfto del proprietario o for-
‘ano oggetto di contratto a parte di salariato o di compartecipazione
Tlo stesso affittuario oppure con terze persone. Tutti i capitali di
ercizio vengono sempre conferiti dall’affittuario.

La locazione & di solito annuale e rinnovabile indefinitamente;
101 casi eccezionali il contratto viene s

teso per iscrittc. I canoni di
Htto sono molto variabili a seconda delle caratteristiche del fondo
mpiezza, posizione di fronte al mercato, fertilita, risorse idriche,
‘esenza di fabbricati rurali ecc.). Fra guesti fattori & variabile sopra-
‘tto la suRerﬁcie che va dai 300-400 mq. di taluni piccoli giardini
1Te dune costiere agli 1-2 ed anche 3 ettari dei piu grandi mei din-
™ni di Bengasi; conseguentemente variano i canoni annui di affitto
‘& al momento attuale vanno rispettivamente dalle 30-50 lire a pit
1.000 lire ed arrivano, quando si abbiano buone piantagioni (olivis
attiferi vari, palme ecc.), financo-alle 1.207 lire.

11 contratto si inizia di solito al prineipio dell’anno solare 11 pa-
‘mento del canone avviene anticipato e in denaro, ma si fa talora
=he durante l'anno e parzialmente in natura. In questo caso il pro-
Totario viene ad esercitare una specie-di controllo sull’esercizio del
ardino, almeno fintantoch® non si siano maturati quei prodotti che
nsentano all’affittuario Pestinzione del suo debito.

i A R
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CONTRATTI DI LAVORO PER LA CEREALICOLTURA

Neella attivita cerealicols della Tripolitania, per quanto riguarda <
lo farme di lavoro adottate, dobbiamo snzitutto distinguers il forte H ‘ 4
ietario terriero, da quello piccola, privo di capitali. :

primo, avendo possibilita di fornire gli antioipi necessari afla ~
condmzione, per lo pia gestiscé {ntieraments |’ mMpress :immndol!® :
{ alla assunziofie di salaraf per 6 operazioni_ene :
ceralfcola richiede. | e e
. I piceolo proprietario invece, © in genere quello sfornito di |
mpﬁmﬁmdiﬁdem il rischio dell'impresa |
con il contadino lavoratore e stipula con questo di anno in anmo
patti di lavoro a cointeressenza. ' g
iste infne un terzo-tipo-di imprenditore (che ha Ia netta fi-.
gura del capitalistay il quale pur non possedendo terreni da semina.
. intendle impiegare il proprio capitale nella impresa cerealicola pren- 5
“dende in affitto il terreno da seminare e fornendo sementi, attrezzi
o ammmali da lavoro sl contadi 1 quale stipula un patto di coin-/

 tere er il lavoro z 3 -

LOCAZIONE DI OPRRE A SALARIO IN DANARG O IN NATURA. — Si
verifiea per lo pint nel caso del primo tipo di proprietario impren-
ditore, ma & anche a volte adottato in altri casi e per alcune ope-
ragioni cerealicole. ‘

p 1) .Contratto di salariato ad anmo. — Lioperaio agricolo sala-
riasto ad anno'si presenta nelle proprieti costituite, anche se non
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Teaching Vocabulary to Fifth Year pupils in Libyan Primary
Schools

daaf zlide daall 3 pudal)
A9 3 daala - 4 g1 3L ol A8

Abstract

The paper has evaluated a sample of material which focuses on the
teaching of vocabulary in Libyan Primary Schools. The major
objective was to examine the underlying organising principles,
teaching approaches and the learning processes, and to discover any
shortcomings that might hinder the achievement of the intended
outcomes. To fulfil this aim, as much information as possible was
collected from various resources such as books, theses, study papers,
journals and the World Wide Web. The discussion of the topic has
covered three main points. They are a review of the relevant literature,
analysis and evaluation of the material in question and, finally,
suggestions of how this material might be improved. Because it was
difficult to assess the material in isolation, reference to other involved
factors such as the teacher, the student and the teaching/learning
environment was occasionally made.
INTRODUCTION

This work will critically evaluate and examine a sample of material
which focuses on the teaching of vocabulary. This material is taken
from a book taught in Libyan primary schools to learners who are at
the beginner’s level. The assessment will cover such things as the
underlying principles, the teaching approaches, the learning processes
and the intended outcomes.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that the material
assessed 1s part of a new set text book and this will provide the
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opportunity to gauge the appropriateness and suitability of this new
material to Libyan students. This will ultimately shed light on any
weaknesses in order to help teachers be aware of them and to find
ways of how this material can be optimally taught in its current form
and improved in the future.

The paper will be divided into three major parts. The first part will
try to review the relevant literature and trace the historical
development of vocabulary teaching. The second part will be
concerned with evaluating the material in question. The third part will
consider ways in which the material can be improved. Ultimately, the
conclusion will constitute the final part of the work in which the
findings of the research will be summarised and some
recommendations for further research will be given before providing a
list of the references used.

PART I: THE LITERATURE
1.1. What is vocabulary?

According to a dictionary definition, vocabulary is the words that a
person uses. However, we are still faced with the question: what is a
word? Any attempt to define a word will be confronted with some
problems. First, it is not always the case that the written form matches
the spoken form. For example, the two words write and right have the
same pronunciation but they differ in writing. Moreover, the word
right may have two meanings according to the context in which it
occurs. Another issue is whether to consider groups of words like bad,
worse and worst as a single word or different ones. A third
consideration is related to compounds such as head teacher which
conveys a different meaning from its separate constituents. A further
problem concerns the use of idioms. For instance, is the idiom to kick
the bucket which means to die a single word or a group of words?
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Finally, what about words like since and therefore which almost bear
no meaning unless they are used in context.

An attempt to resolve these problems is to use the notion of
lexemes (Carter, 1998, p.7). A Lexeme is the abstract unit of
vocabulary in a language which underlies a variety of related words.
According to this definition words like go, went and gone will be
found under the lexeme GO. The term will also embrace multi word
expressions such as idioms and phrasal verbs and, therefore, the
phrasal verb ‘catch up with' and the idiom 'kicked the bucket' are
considered single lexemes. Using the term lexeme will also help in
dealing with words that have the same form but differ in meaning and
thus words like present (v) and present (n) are considered different
lexemes. However, there are words which are still problematic. For
example, are the words paper, which means newspaper and paper,
which means academic paper, one lexeme or two distinct lexemes?
(Carter, 1998, 8)

As we have seen from the discussion above, although the term
lexeme may have solved some of the problems of using the term word,
it still has its own limitations. In our discussion and for purposes of
simplicity, the terms word, lexical item and vocabulary will be
considered variants for the same concept and, thus, will be used
interchangeably.

1.2. How is vocabulary acquired?

A native speaker of a language knows thousands of word families,
the most of which are learned by natural exposure to language and
some of which are learned through formal study. The former type of
learning is called incidental learning while the latter is known as
explicit learning. Learning the vocabulary of a second language
follows the same procedure. However, the acquisition of the second
language vocabulary is influenced by some factors such as the
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learners' native language, their culture, age and motivation. This
makes it difficult to build a theory that accounts for learning
vocabulary in both languages. Another difficulty concerns tracing the
process of learning words in the human brain which involves very
complicated neurological activities that yet need to be explored and
explained (Schmitt, 2000, 116-117).

In spite of the above mentioned difficulties, there have been some
models proposed to explain some aspects of the learning process of
words in both L1 and L2. Schmitt (2000, p.117) suggests that
vocabulary is acquired incrementally. This means that components of
word knowledge are not learned all together. Instead, they are
assimilated gradually and one at a time. Therefore, the denotation or
the basic meaning of the word is learned before its connotations: the
additional meanings associated with it. When a student is exposed to a
word for the first time only some idea of its form and meaning is
learned. The learning of the written form or the pronunciation of the
word will mainly depend on the type of exposure. That is whether the
word is seen in written text or heard verbally. In subsequent
exposures, additional senses for the same word will be learned. Later
and through sufficient number of examples, the learner will be able to
develop awareness of the frequency, register and collocations of the
item learned.

1.3. What strategies are used to learn vocabulary?

There have been several attempts to create and develop some
strategies for use by learners to help them work out the meaning of
unfamiliar words. The following are suggested by Nation (2001, p.
217-222) and are grouped in three categories: planning vocabulary
learning, finding information about words and establishing vocabulary
knowledge.

1.3.1. Planning vocabulary learning
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In planning vocabulary learning, some important factors have to
be considered. Firstly, the choice of vocabulary to be learned should
be consistent with learners’ goals. For example, vocabulary learned by
a student in education is different from that learned by one in
medicine. Secondly, learners should also be aware of what aspects of
word knowledge they should concentrate upon. Learners often focus
on learning the meaning of the word; however, using words in certain
contexts may require knowledge of other aspects such as their
grammatical features and collocations. A third consideration will be
the choice of various strategies. Learners should be able to decide
which the most suitable strategy is for which purpose. They should
also be able to switch between strategies when necessary. For
example, a learner may try to infer the meaning of a word from the
context before consulting a dictionary. Finally, since learning
vocabulary requires recycling it, then repetition should be
intentionally planned and organised, for example, by writing words in
cards and repeatedly revising them.

1.3.2. Finding information about words

The second type of strategy is concerned with how to find
information about lexical items. This information can be obtained
from the lexical item itself; from the context, from a reference or by
comparing it with other lexical items. First, looking at the parts of the
word may help in guessing its meaning. For example, suffixes and
prefixes may provide valuable information about the grammatical
category of a word and its meaning. A second factor is the context in
which the word occurs. Being aware of the background knowledge
and the linguistic cues preceding and following the word may also
help in determining its meaning. Another important strategy is to
consult a reference source. Reference sources can be written like
dictionaries or they can be oral, such as asking a native speaker for
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information about a word. A final procedure is to compare the learned
word to others either in the first or second language. Learners often
use their native language as a reference system in the process of
learning a foreign language. They use it to make hypotheses about
what is being learned (Muftah, 2001, p.xii).
1.3.3. Establishing vocabulary knowledge

This set of strategies comprises certain techniques that may help in
remembering words when they are needed for use. These include
noticing, retrieving and generating. Noticing a word is the first step in
learning it. When a new word is noticed by the learner, s/he can write
it down in a notebook or s/he can repeat it orally or silently.
Retrieving a word involves remembering a previously seen word and
this enhances the link between the written or spoken form of the word
and its meaning. A learner can, for example, try to retrieve the
meaning of a list of words in his/her notebook by covering the written
meaning, which can be an effective way in learning vocabulary. A
final but most important strategy is generating. Generation includes
procedures such as creating sentences containing the word and using
the word in different contexts that involve the four language skills:
listening, speaking, reading and writing.
PART II: EVALUATION OF MATERIAL

In order to gauge the suitability of the material, we need to find
criteria that can be used to select the taught vocabulary and whether
the material examined is following such criteria. According to Nation
(2001, p.380), there are four main factors that should be considered in
designing a vocabulary component of a language course. They are
goals, principles, needs and environment.

2.1. Goals
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The material is taken from a book authored by Terry Phillips
(2007) and taught to fifth year primary pupils. They are in the
beginners’ level and this is their first school year in studying English.
The book is a part of a new series of a new syllabus. The new set
syllabus is a serious trial from the Libyan government, which aims at
improving the status of the English Language after changes in the
international political policy of the country. By looking at the material
we also find that the book comprises 8 units centred on the following
themes respectively: myself, school, home, colours, family, animals,
fruit and drinks, and finally people and objects. This is based on the
principle that learning a new language can be best learned through
direct association of words and phrases with objects and actions.
Therefore, the book starts with words of objects that are close to the
pupils. Objects that they can see and touch in the classroom and in
school before moving to wider circles including home and family.

It 1s also clear that the book is based on integration of the four
language skills For example lesson one in unit one starts with the
imperative listen , read and say followed by numbers and some
pictures of flags. That is the, the pupils will start the lesson by
listening to a model saying the new words while looking at the
pictures representing these words. then they will repeat these words
while looking at their written form and finally saying these words
themselves. this procedure based on the integration of the language
skills 1s found throughout the whole book and is rooted in the idea that
the four language skills could not be disentangled from each other in
language performance (Brown 2003, p. 9).

2.2. Learners needs

In order to consider the learners’ needs, the teacher needs to know
what vocabulary the learners know, what vocabulary they need and
what vocabulary they want. This can be achieved by using different
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needs analysis tools such as observations, tests, discussions,
interviews and questionnaires (Nation, 2001, p.382).

However, as mentioned above, the book containing the material is
taught to a fifth year primary class, which is the first year in studying
English in Libyan public schools. All students have to pass this
primary stage and the following preparatory and secondary stages
before they can choose a major. This means that the learners have no
choice but to study this material irrespective of their interests and
future intentions. By looking at the book as a whole I found that the
vocabulary is basic and simple to cope with the learners level. It is
also centred around themes directly related to learners' environment
and surroundings including words related to the learners themselves,
their school, their home, food, and animals.

2.3. Environnent

Environnent comprises three elements. They are the learner, the
teacher and the teaching/learning situation (Nation, 2001, p. 382).
With regard to the teacher, the material is new and challengeable.
Most of the teachers are not well qualified and, therefore, find it
difficult to teach the new syllabus. To overcome this difficulty, the
government has been organising annual teacher training courses to
improve their teaching skills. However, because these courses are not
well planned and organised, teachers fail to benefit sufficiently from
them.

Because learners have been taught for a long time using traditional
methods of teaching, they are reluctant to be taught in a different style.
They share one linguistic background and, thus, they prefer use of
translation by the teacher to define words, which is also preferred by
unqualified teachers. Although teachers are permitted to use L1
judiciously (Larrea, 2002), they should encourage the learners to use
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L2 from the beginning which will eventually lead to more proficiency
in the target language.

The teaching/learning situation is also important. The time specified
for English lessons, which is four periods per week, might not be
sufficient to benefit from the course satisfactorily. The number of
students in one classroom, which is often over 30 students per class, is
another negative factor. Not all students will have the opportunity to
participate in class activities. Also, classrooms and schools lack
necessary facilities such as computers, TV screens, CD players and
visual aids. Therefore, teachers have to be creative in order to
compensate for these facilities by maximally exploiting what is
available. They can, for example, ask the learners to draw pictures or
to bring some objects from their homes that may help in illustrating
the meaning of some words. Specifically, Teachers can bring their
own CD players to give the students the chance to practice listening to
the native speakers of the language by using the audio material
accompanied with the coursebook.

2.4. Principles

The principles that we need to consider in evaluating the material
in question are related to three major areas. They are content,
presentation and assessment. The first two are dealt with in this part
while assessment will be focused on in a separate section. That is
when we talk about ways of improving the material in the third part of
this paper.

2.4.1. Content

The vocabulary focused on in the material in question is limited to
nouns. Some adjectives and verbs as well as prepositions are also
found but in a very limited extent. from the very beginning, learners
are taught to make the plural form of nouns by adding s to the singular
form. This also necessitates giving numbers also from the very
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beginning. Teaching of words is done by direct association with
objects represented by pictures. Moreover, emphasis from the
beginning is given to the use of these words in phrases and sentences
by using articles (e.g., a flag), pronouns (e.g., my dad), a statement
(e.g., I am African) and, finally a question (e.g., Is it a flag?).

Adjectives, on the other hand are only introduced in the last unit by
giving a very small number of adjectives such as short, new, small and
hot although the names of some basic colours are introduced earlier,
(Unit 4), and which are used as adjectives in subsequent lessons.

As for verbs, their use is limited to verb forms of BE that are
necessary to generate simple sentences (e.g., [ am Omer, This book is
red, They are monkeys). Moreover, what is said about verbs applies to
prepositions. That is, their existence in the book is very limited. Only
four prepositions were found throughout the book. these are from, on,
in and about. They are either illustrated by pictures or by using them
in simple sentences (e.g., I am from Libya). However, neither the
illustration nor the frequency of their occurrence was adequate.

Some compound nouns are also included such as sitting-room,
downstairs, grape juice and milk shake. When learners learn these
words, they may face some difficulty not only related to their length
and structure in which they have a different meaning from their
separate constituents but also related to placing stress in the right
position. Therefore, teachers should not only be aware of the fact that
English stress placement system is different from that of Arabic but
also of the negative effect that may this difference have on learning
English by Arab students.

Limiting most of the vocabulary to nouns can be attributed to the
fact that this is the first year learners study English and this beginner's
level demands associating words with objects which can only be
obtained by the use of nouns.
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Other related elements to the content of material are core
vocabulary, frequency, range, and learnability. Core vocabulary is
those words which are more central or basic to language than others
(McCarthy, 1990, p.49). It is not easy for a non-native speaker to
decide which word is core and which is not. However, since the level
of the material is beginners' level, all words seem to belong to core
vocabulary of the learned language. They are familiar to ordinary
people and are highly frequent words.

Regarding the frequency of these words, it is needless to say that
the most frequent words in a language are the most valuable for
language learners. Therefore, there is a tendency to start teaching a
foreign language with these words. However, there is no absolute
agreement to what is frequent and what is not. The reason for this is
that different people use different criteria for deciding on what is
frequent and what is not. This will involve factors such as whether the
corpus from which the words are chosen is spoken or written or both
and of what size. The type of words included is also important. For
example, whether multi-word items are included or excluded
(McCarthy, 1990, p.66-67).

For the material we are considering, it is very difficult for me as a
non-native speaker to decide whether the words included are the most
frequent words in English. However, because the new series was
prepared by native speakers of the language and professionals in
course design, the words included are likely to be of high frequency. It
is believed that highly frequent words must be taught in the early
stages of learning a language to provide learners with the basis
necessary for understanding and communicating in the target language
(Ibid, p.66-67).

Range 1is another important element in determining the
significance of the vocabulary contained in teaching/learning material.

Qlay) g daa
375



daaf plie yeaall e pdl) o

Vocabulary can be considered of a wide range when it is found in a
variety of texts. Again, it is difficult for a non-native speaker to decide
whether the word is of a wide or small range. However, one can refer
to a good dictionary to find out about the range of a word. The
English, from which the material analysed is a part, is general English
and intended to a beginner's lever and, therefore, it is not likely to
contain words that are field —specific.

Finally, as for Learnability, teachers have to consider some factors
that make words easy or difficult to learn. Words might be difficult
due to their spelling or pronunciation or their syntactic features.
Similarity in meaning between some words might also be a source of
trouble to the learners (McCarthy, 1990, p.68-87). They may have
some pronunciation problems with words like cat, chair and pencil in
which the c letter has different pronunciations. They may also face
some problems pronouncing words like dog and orange due to the
variation in the pronunciation of the letter g. However, the Activity
Book accompanying the Pupil's Book provides a number of exercises
that may help in learning the words and overcoming any learnability
difficulties.

2.4.2. Presentation

In dealing with presentation, two main points will be discussed.
They are the vocabulary teaching approach and the teaching activities
and techniques used to achieve the intended outcomes. According to
Nation (2001, p.388) there are two types of vocabulary learning: direct
and indirect and the latter should be given more time than the former.
The direct approach focuses on teaching words in isolation and
explicitly by giving exercises such as matching words and word lists.
The indirect approach, on the other hand, focuses on the implicit
teaching of vocabulary by integrating it in various communicative
activities such as listening to stories, task based activities,
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conversations and games. This will not only encourage receptive
acquisition of vocabulary as in the direct method but productive
acquisition as well.

Teaching approach

When we examine the material we find that the vocabulary is
generally taught using the direct approach. Words most of the time are
presented with pictures representing objects. As mentioned above,
associating words with the objects representing them will enhance the
learning of these words and incorporating them in the learner's
linguistic knowledge in the brain.

The use of the direct method can be justified by the fact that this
book is taught to pupils who have just started learning English, which
means that their language is still very limited. However, this does not
mean that communicative activities are not used. From the beginning,
learners are encouraged to use words in meaningful utterances such as
phrases (e.g., my family, a bag, p.7) and sentences (e.g., She is short,
they are big, p.52) by using a variety of techniques including /isten,
read and say, ask and answer, listen and complete, etc.

To enhance the memory of the learners and make them remember
the words they have already learned, the book includes exercises
intended to recycle the lexical items which encourage them to
memorise, remember and produce these words when needed. For
example, the read and complete exercise includes sentences in which
the last word is replaced by a picture of the object which that word
represents. Learners are required to read and complete each sentence
with the word represented by the picture (See p.31 in the Pupil's Book
for an example).

Activities and techniques

There are five essential steps that need to be followed in learning

vocabulary (Hatch and Cheryl Brown, 1995, p.373). These steps are,
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encountering a new word, getting its form, getting its meaning, linking
the form and meaning together in memory and, finally, using the
word. Therefore, techniques must be designed and sequenced in a way
that is consistent with these steps. Furthermore, they must be designed
to ensure that “repetition, retrieval, generation and thoughtful
processing occur” (Nation, 2001, p.389). This can be achieved by
including sufficient number of activities of various types to provide
the learners with the opportunity to have adequate practice in the
language being learned. This will also ensure maintaining their
interest in the taught material.

In our material and as previously mentioned, the new words are
presented using pictures. However, the presentation of these words in
this way is not enough for learning the form of these words and the
meaning of the pictured items. Learners will face problems producing
these words accurately and spelling them properly. Moreover, writing
the words may also cause trouble to learners. As for pronunciation,
teachers are encouraged to use the CD accompanying the book to give
the learners the opportunity to hear the words from native speakers of
the language. With regard to learning word forms, the book does not
provide the chance to write the full form of the word. Instead, writing
exercises found in the book (See p. 55 for an example) let learners
practice writing single letters not full words. In a similar manner, the
activity book also focuses on writing single letters or completing
words in which a single letter is dropped. To solve this problem,
teachers can give students additional practice in writing full words and
simple sentences. This procedure does not only help pupils improve
their writing ability but it also enhances vocabulary learning in
general.

When the learners are familiar with the visual or auditory form or
both and when they know the meaning of these words, they are ready
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to consolidate form with the meaning in their memory. Oxford (1990
cited in Hatch and Cheryl Brown, 1995, p.384) suggests some
strategies that strengthens the link between form and meaning of
words. These strategies include putting new words into a context,
regularly reviewing the taught material and connecting the new
learned words to information already in the memory.

The new words in the book investigated are generally presented
with pictures or in context in the form of meaningful short simple
sentences in most of the activities in both the Pupil's Book or the
Activity Book. Moreover, words are given some amount of recycling
which is especially achieved by including two revision units through a
variety of exercises such as look and remember, read and complete
and /isten and choose.

Using the new words is the final essential step in learning
vocabulary. Using words does not only test the learners understanding
and whether the intended outcomes are obtained but also ensures that
the meaning learned will not be forgotten (Hatch and Cheryl Brown,
1995, p.390). However, this will only be achieved if that use was
regular and continuous. Although the material given in the units
provides some activities that help in learning the words and using
them in context, the teacher should always provide chances to the
learners to revise these words whenever possible both in class by the
use of complementary activities and at home by asking the learners to
do some relevant homework. It is the responsibility of the teacher,
then, to try to give his learners sufficient opportunities to practice
these words regularly and to use them in generating meaningful
sentences suitable to their level.

SECTION III: WAYS OF IMPROVING THE MATERIAL

Before we critically examine the material again in order to suggest

how this material can be improved, some important facts should be
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mentioned. First, the material taught is only one factor of the
teaching/learning process and any evaluation of this material or the
intended outcomes should consider other factors involved such as the
learners themselves and the teacher. This, however, will not be easily
obtained. Lack of resources and references about the environment
where the material is taught in addition to limitations of space and
time will restrict our examination and, thus, these factors will only be
minimally touched. In what follows, elements such as organising
vocabulary, presenting vocabulary and learners’ activities in the
classroom will be discussed.

3.1. Organising vocabulary

By examining the content of the Pupil's Book, we find that most of
the vocabulary is presented in a form of single words associated with
pictures to illustrate them and clarify their meaning. Teaching words
by presenting them in a list is one of the features of the direct
approach (Nation, 2001, p.388), which is only suitable for developing
receptive skills. Therefore, teachers are advised not to teach these
listed words in isolation and to integrate them in different contexts.
throughout the book, some of these words are used in meaningful
short simple sentences and conversations suitable to the pupils level.
My contention is that these are not enough and thus, it is the
responsibility of the teacher to help learners generate similar sentences
and conversations in which they can use these words.

Another problem with this material relates to the distribution of
words in the lessons of the units. Every unit is divided into six lessons
and while some lessons contain many new words (e.g., lesson one,
unit 7), other lessons have included no new lexical items at all (e.g.,
lesson six, unit 5). Teachers, then, will face difficulty teaching some
lessons in one period each since the number of words that can be
taught in one period and can be assimilated by learners should be
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suitable for the learners’ cognitive abilities. Therefore, any future
editions aiming to improve this material should take this into
consideration.

A final remark regarding the organisation of the material concerns
integrating the Pupils' Book and the Activity Book in a single book.
The two books are relatively small and most of the exercises in the
Activity Book are directly related to the material in the Pupil's Book
which makes it more practical and beneficial if they are put together.
In addition, some teachers only rely on the Pupils' Book in their
teaching without paying attention to the Activity Book except for
asking their pupils to do the exercises found in the activity book on
their own as homework. The two books are intended to complement
each other and to be worked on simultaneously. Thus, integrating the
two books will not only save valuable time but will help learners to
concentrate and avoid confusion when searching for material for each
exercise. This also makes teachers pay more attention to the exercises
found in the Activity Book and give beneficial feedback to their
pupils.

3.2. Presenting vocabulary

As far as the presentation of material is concerned, it has been
noticed that most of the focus in the Pupil's Book is given to listening,
speaking and reading while writing is given more emphasis in the
activity book. In order to provide balance between the four language
skills and give them equal attention, teachers are advised to pay equal
and simultaneous attention to both books. In addition, they can
convert some of the listening, speaking and reading activities into
writing exercises. Moreover, these writing exercises should not be
limited to copying single letters but it should include full words and
sentences.
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As for speaking, it might not be realistic to expect students at such
a low level to speak fluently. However, teachers can encourage them
to read aloud simple sentences and to play the roles of the
conversations found in the book not just to listen to them read or said
by teacher.

Listening is also an important skill which also requires sufficient
attention. Unfortunately, most of the Libyan teachers are not aware of
this or they complain that time is not sufficient to conduct the listening
activities. Some others attribute their neglect of this skill to the lack of
equipment such as recorders and computers. This can be overcome by
giving pupils a tape of the recorded material to copy at home
themselves and to assign the listening activities as homework. This,
however, is not an optimal solution since pupils at this level need
some direct instructions before, while and after listening. Moreover,
some of them will not have enough enthusiasm to do the listening
exercises individually.

To conclude, although the organisation of the set books in addition
to the teacher's book, if available, may draw guidelines that can be
followed in presenting the material and dealing with the students
activities, it is the teachers themselves who can make the choice
between these learning processes and techniques or invent others that,
they think, are suitable for their learners capabilities and needs.
CONCLUSION

This work has critically evaluated a sample of material which
focuses on the teaching of vocabulary. Evaluation of the teaching
material helps in determining whether the material is suitable for the
learners, their needs and their goals. Also, it enables the identification
of any problems that the material has and this will help teachers to
find suitable solutions to them. Evaluation provides the opportunity to
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learn from the experience of others and to try to improve what is being
assessed accordingly.

The sample was a course book taught in Libyan public schools to
10 year old pupils who are at the beginner's level. Elements such as
organising principles, teaching approaches, the learning processes and
the intended outcomes have been examined. Suggestions on how the
material might be improved and justifications of the suggestions were
also given. Throughout the paper links to relevant background
literature were provided.

Although I tried to cover all the related topics, it was impossible in
a limited time and space to deal with all aspects in more detail; many
other aspects remain ambiguous and need to be investigated. Another
factor is that it was difficult to deal with the material in isolation.
Therefore, reference was made whenever possible to the other
important constituents of the teaching/learning process such as the
teacher, the student and the environment. Another difficulty concerned
the lack of Libyan sources related to the material such as the teacher’s
book and the taped material.

It 1s, therefore, a recommended task to my Libyan colleagues who
are interested in carrying studies in the field of teaching a foreign
language to try to investigate in more depth the teaching situation in
Libya and its circumstances and how these can be improved in the
future.
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