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Abstract
Socialization is fundamental in the pedagogical process of education
in general. It is based on the social interaction that lies in the
relationship and interaction of the members of the community. It aims
to equip individuals whit appropriate behavior, standards and
attitudes to certain social roles that enable them to cope with the
community and social harmony
If we look at the role of socialization in the upbringing of young
children, it is an essential element in the process of refinement of the
child through which they acquires the behavior and experience,
children am born with innate characteristics which are prepared from
the beginning by the family those are grown in accordance with the
customs traditions social and cultural values that characterize the
society Language, literature and social behavior patterns.
In light of the above discussion i would like to write about the
importance of socialization, its institutions and characteristics, its role
in raising children and preparing them properly so that in the future
they will be effective elements by home the community depends on
building state institutions
Although this subject has been addressed by many writers and

researchers, but in @ manner and analysis may differ in my effort in
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this humble work, | will address the elements of this subject through
the link to education and especially the education of children and |
will explain it after discussing of each element of the subject of
research such as the formation concept and characteristics fallowing
this | will discuss the concept of family and the most important
psychological methods followed in the process of socialization this
lies through the responsibility of parents towards children. Finally a
discussion to clarify the concept of culture acceding to scientists and
Thinkers and their role in the upbringing and behavior of youth
After discussing these elements, | will show how they relate to each
other in the process of socialization and raising children, through the
description and analysis of the content of the subject based on some

of the theories explained
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Domestic Violence and Woman’s Mental Health
The effect of Domestic Violence by Husband on Mental health of
Libyan Married Woman
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University of Zawia
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Abstract

Experience of domestic violence has negative mental health
consequences for women. The association of cumulative and specific
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forms of domestic violence, particularly emotional violence and
controlling behavior, with common mental disorders has rarely been
studied in married women. This study examines the impact of
domestic violence on the risk of mental health consequences include
depression, lack self-confident, social anxiety; specifically, the effect
of violence against married women by their husbands in Zawia City.
Using secondary data survey from a randomly selected sample of 218
Libyan married women was aged 18 years and older. The data
collected through the survey method by Department of Sociology,
Zawia University in 2004. Regression analysis shows that there is
significant association emphasized that women experienced to
violence by husbands are more likely to have ill mental health.

Keywords: Domestic Violence, Mental Health, Depression, Lack
Self-confident, Social anxiety,

Background:

Experiencing violence transforms people into victims and
changes their lives forever. Evidence supporting a significant
association between adverse mental health and domestic violence in
the developing world currently is fragmentary. Ethnographic data
emanating from Oceania, South America, and China do, however,
support an association between wife - beating, depression, and suicide
(Counts, 1987). Many reports and researches suggested that the issue
of marital violence has many historical, cultural, and societal
dimensions. It is not limit in the place than other, or in time than other,
or in civilized society than underdeveloped, it is an issue linked to the
existence of rights and the relationship between men and women
(Ellisberg et al. 1999). According to the statistics, the rate of violence
against women is increasing and spread in the world, ranged between
25%- 60% of the clients at emergency departments in hospitals across
the world of women subjected to violence from husbands (Ellisberg et
al. 1999).

Research evidence now clearly shows a direct link between women’s
experiences of domestic violence and heightened rate of negative
mental health. Kessler with other researchers (2001) examined the
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associations of premarital mental disorders with subsequent domestic
violence. They used data from National Comorbidity Survey. Data
included 8,098 people (aged 15-54 years). The significant inverse
associations found in the NCS of the domestic violence with age and
socioeconomic status. In addition, several random sample community
surveys have found that adult victims of violence show identifiable
degrees of impairment when compared with non-victims on standard
psychological tests and diagnostic interviews (Koss, 1990). Moreover,
every woman's mental health is affected by the way her society
regards and treats unmarried or married women, childless women,
mothers, poor women, assaulted women, divorced women, minority
women, disabled women, widows, aged women, or women with
aspirations (Paltiel, 1987). The consequences of domestic abuse
extend far beyond the physical harm inflicted. A single episode of
violence may carry profound psychological consequences (Fischbach
& Herbert, 1997).

Psychological theories in the past have tended to blame the
victim. Women were accused of behaving provocatively, teasing men,
being argumentative, lazy, or unconsciously desiring a masochistic
role (Leidig, 1992). The fear of economic deprivation or physical
harm that kept many women in violent relationships was often
overlooked and mislabeled. Hospitals and doctors have often avoided
these problems [of family violence] entirely or looked at them from a
narrowly medical angle. The mental health system has had a tendency
to treat victims as though they were responsible for their own abuse
(Hotaling&Sugarman, 1986).

These explanations of "blaming the victim" have been
criticized by sociologists (Gelles& Cornell, 1990) who considered that
the psychoanalytic model failed to consider social organizational
factors which caused domestic violence and these attitudes have
carried over to today. Feminist researchers have critiqued both the
psychoanalytic and sociological theories about domestic violence. At
the core of their explanations is the view that all violence is a
retlection of unequal power relationships (Freeman, 1979;
Dobash&Dobash, 1979). A feminist view of mental health sees
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women’s mental health as deeply affected by the fact that they are
women, living in a society which views and treats women in particular
ways. As Humphreys (2003) “I don’t call it mental health, I call it
‘symptoms of abuse’, because to me that’s what it is” (212).

On the other side, sociologist theories focus on macrosocial
approaches studying subcultures that effects of economic deprivation
and tends and lifestyles. macrosocial approaches emphasize the role of
power and dynamics within the interpersonal relationship and social
expectations of mortal roles (Parker $ Toth, 1990). Both cultural
norms and family structure may encourage violence against women.
Women have been regarded as the property of their men and violence
has often been socially sanctioned. A review of 14 different societies,
Counts et al. (1992) found that although physical discipline of wives
was tolerated in all societies and considered necessary in some, the
actual rates and severity of violence varied widely. In cultures with
less violence, there were negative sanctions for men who overstepped
acceptable limits, refuges for women trying to escape from violence
and a sense of honor associated with the decent treatment of women
(Campbell, 1992). A cycle of domestic violence has been described in
which the tension builds, erupts, the tension is relieved, and the
perpetrator is contrite. There is often a variable period of calm, which
is then usually followed by a repetition of the cycle, often with
escalating levels of violence.

Define the concepts of the study:

Domestic violence can be defined as a pattern of behavior in
any relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control
over an intimate partner. According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary definition, domestic violence is: "the inflicting of physical
injury by one family or household member on another; also: a
repeated or habitual pattern of such behavior.Mental health is a
balance between all aspects of life (social, physical, spiritual and
emotional) and it is an indication of how we deal with what surrounds
us, and our ability to find appropriate alternatives or options in life. In
the other side, according to World Health Organization (2014),
mental health is "a state of well-being in which the individual realizes
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his or her own abilities, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can
work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to
his or her community. Mental health "is not just the absence of mental
disorder. (Johnson 1995). In this study, mental health is that
psychiatric disorders resulting from violence by the husband against
the wife. Mental health, like physical health, should be viewed as a
very sought after by the individual through his behavior and
interaction with life around him, and this is very through the other end
is a mental illness.

Mental health always considers as affected and effective
variable across all life stages in human life from childhood to
adolescence to adulthood and old age. In terms of methodology
research, it comes as an independent and dependent variable in other
cases. But does not totally separated from its power of influence on
the individual, even if circumstances changed or varied, it is linked to
mental illness, if deteriorating conditions of self, and associated with a
suitable line while improving the conditions of the individual and in
harmony with its environment.

Depression is a common psychiatric disorder in children,
adolescents, adults, and the elderly. Primary care physicians, not
mental health professionals, treat the majority of patients with
symptoms of depression. Persons who are depressed have feelings of
sadness, loneliness, irritability, worthlessness, hopelessness, agitation,
and guilt that may be accompanied by an array of physical symptoms
(Lipsky &Sharp, 2002).

Social anxiety disorder is classified in the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders and in the International
Classification of Diseases as a phobic. Individuals with a social
anxiety disorder are typically shy when meeting new people, quiet in
groups, and withdrawn in unfamiliar social settings. When they
interact with others, they might or might not show overt evidence of
discomfort (eg, blushing, not making eye contact), but invariably
experience intense emotional or physical symptoms, or both (eg, fear,
heart racing, sweating, trembling, trouble concentrating). They crave

2018 e (H £ jad) (19 pdind 5 utlead) 2280 )Y 4uls e 391



Dr: BahiyaAlbeshtey
Domestic Violence and Woman’s Mental Health
the company of others but shun social situations for fear of being
found out as unlikable, stupid, or boring (Murray & Stein, 2008).
A lack of self-confidence can be like an excuse for 'not-doing'
when something needs to be done and is therefore clearly a
problematic emotion. It is uncontrollable in nature. People with low
self-esteem feel insecure. They are not sure what normal is, and they
are not comfortable with themselves or with others. They are
experiencing behavior over which they have no control, just as a
person with cancer has no control over cancer. This uncontrollable
nature of the behavior makes it an illness; therefore, the behavior is
"sick" behavior (Lipsky &Sharp, 2002).
Data, measurement, and method
Data
The data used in the present study are from a personal interview
survey of Libyan married women in Zawia city. It collected by the
research team of Department of Sociology, Zawia University, Libya.
Data collected on a wide range of topics during May, June, and July
2004. The unit of observation was Libyan married woman aged 18
and older. The data were collected by face-to-face interview with a
questionnaire. The overall number of random selection sampling of
completed interviews was 400 respondents. In this study, I will take
just a sample of 218 because the data need more work to be able to
apply in statistical analysis, and I don’t have time to review all 400
cases.
Measures
In this study, the dependent variable is mental health. The
measurement of mental health consists of (15) statements with answer
choice including (never, a litter. Sometimes, always) offset by grades
respectively (1, 2, 3, and 4) to each statement. Thus, the scores range
of the respondents will be between 15 and 60 with a mean (37.5). As a
result, the response whose score above 37.5 will has a mental health
problem. The depression statements include feels sadness and grief for
no apparent reason, feels happy and sad for no apparent reason, feels
that no one does understand her, has a sense of guilt for no apparent
reason, feels worried for no apparent reason. For Lack of self-
confidentstatements include, 1 feel that I cannot do anything by
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myself, I feel insignificant, I feel less valuable than others do, I have
low self-confidence, 1 feel I cannot prove my point. The Social
anxietystatements include, I am ashamed of myself, I am ashamed of
other people, I am suffering from the inability to speak in certain
situations, I feel that people hate me and do not hurt me, I feel so
lonely even I am with others.

The construct validity " was tested to verify the extent of
correlation scores. First, I calculated correlation coefficient between
the score of one statement and the total scores of the scale(Lewis. R.
Aiken, 1999, p 25). Iexcluded two statements because these
statements have week correlation with the total scores of the scale.
Statement number (7) has r = -,021, “I feel insignificant”, and
statement number (12) with r= -, 102, “I am ashamed of other people”.
After we excluded two statements, the correlation between each
statement and the total of the scale increased. In short, I chose 13
statements because these statements have good construct validity with
higher correlation in table C than 15 statements in table B.

Table (B) shows the corelation coefficient between the score of one statement and the total
(B) shows the corelation coeficentbetwen the scoreof cne statemen Table (C) shows the correlation coefficient between the score of one statement and the total
scotes of the scale]
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As a result of excluded the two statements, the measure mental
health consists of (13) statements. Thus, the scores range of the
respondents will be between 13 and 52 with mean (32,5). As a result,
the response whose score above 32.5 will has mental health problem.
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These results supported by factory analysis see table D

Statements Initial Extraction
if she feels sadness and grief for no apparent reason .637 .580
feels happy and sad for no apparent reason J751 918
feels that no one does understand her 724 761
has a sense of guilt for no apparent reason .665 674
feels worried for no apparent reason .651 .664
I feel that I cannot do anything by my self 610 .694
I feel insignificant .005 004
I feel less valuable than others do .637 .648
/ T have low self-confidence 17 727
I feel I cannot prove my point 575 .568
I am ashamed of myself .703 732
I am ashamed of other people .031 010
;iztllrl:tsil;flfsering from the inability to speak in certain 662 617
I feel that people hate me and do not hurt me S11 422
I feel so lonely even I am with others 472 367

Extraction Method: Principal Axis Factoring.

Experience with violence: woman was asked if she exposed to
violence by her husband. The answers recoded to: 0=No, never
experienced violence and 1= Yes, experienced violence. Never
experienced is reference group. Woman’s Age: Quantitative variable
(How old are you). Women and husbands’ Education: Quantitative
variables (year of school completed. Family Income: Quantitative
variable was measuring according to the amount of monthly family
income. Husband employment: In the level of nominal measurement:
Woman was asked: Does your husband work? 1=Yes, he Works, 0=
No, he does not work.

Data analysis strategy:
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In this study, the strategy of data analysis includes three
analyses. First, descript the data to determine the general
characteristics of the sample, include their age, job, education,
income, violence experience, and mental health. I use percentages and
graphs. Second, to examine the hypotheses, I apply the correlation
coefficient between independent variables and dependent variable.
Pearson correlation equation':

’\{Z“‘? ) (zmms X2hs (zi}s }
W

Thirdly, I apply regression to get predication of the significant
relationships between violence experience and mental health.
Model equation with” DV mental health “is: E (y) = o + B violence
experience+ B R’s Age+ B Husband’s job + B woman’sjob+ + B Husband’s education T B

"__

Husband’s income T B woman’s income T B woman’s education +&.
Findings

The results in table 1 indicate that women who have
experience with violence are younger than women have not violence.
Also, Women who have experience with violence have less income
and low education than women have not violence. In addition, women
who have experience with violence their husbands have low income
and low education than women have not violence.
Table 1 show means of the IV into group of experience with
violence:

Exposed to violence by

her husband N Mean
YES 120 23.01
R age
NO 97 32.67
YES 120 147.46
Husband's income
NO 97 292.44
S YES 120 103.06
come NO 97 359.93
‘ YES 120 10.28
R Education NO 97 14.13
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YES 120 9.55
97 13.27

The results in table 2 indicate that women who have experience with
violence have higher mental health problem (m=36.7) than women
have not violence (m=16.19).Women who have experience with
violence have higher depression, lack of self-confident, social anxiety
than women have not violence.

Table 2 show means of the mental health consequences into group
of experience with violence:

Husband education

Exposed to violence by

her husband N Mean
Depression YES 120 15
NO 97 5
lack of YES 120 12
self-
confident NO 97 4.81
social YES 120 13
anxiety NO 97 5.76
Total YES 120 367
mental
health NO 97 16.19

The correlation results of the relationship between IV and Depression
show there is a positive strength significant relationship between
exposed to violence by her husband and women’s depression, there
are negative strength significant relationships between respondent’s
age, job, education, income and women’s depression. Also, the results
show that there are negative significant relationships between
husband’s income, education and women’s depression, and there is no
significant relationship between husband’s job and women’s
depression.

For the relationship between IV and lack of self-confident, the
correlation results show that there is positive strength significant
relationship between exposed to violence by her husband and
women’s lack of self-confident, there is negative strength significant
relationship between respondent’s age, job, education, income and
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women’s lack of self-confident, there 1is negative significant
relationship between husband’s income, education, job and women’s
lack of self-confident.The relationship between IV andSocial anxiety,
the correlations show that there is negative significant relationship
between exposed to violence by her husband and women’s Social
anxiety, there is positive significant relationship between respondent’s
age, job, education, income and women’s Social anxiety, there is
positive significant relationship between husband’s income, education
and women’s Social anxiety, and there is no significant relationship
between husband’s job and women’s Social anxiety.

As all, the correlation results show that there is positive
strength significant relationship between exposed to violence by her
husband and women’s total mental health, there is negative strength
significant relationship between respondent’s age, job, education,
income and women’s total mental health, and there is negative
significant relationship between husband’s income, education, job and
women’s total mental health.

Table 3 show the correlation between variables:
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**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
N=218

The regression results show that when women have experience
with violence, they will be more likely to have mental health than
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others. Also, young women are more likely to have mental health than
older, mental health will increase with women who have no job,
mental health will decrease when women’s education increase, and
mental health will increase with women whom husbands don not have
job.

For depression, the regression analyses found that when women
have experience with violence, they will be more likely to have
depression than others. Also, young women likely to have more
depression than old women, women who their husbands having job
are likely to have more depression than these who do not have job and
women who have not job, and income are more likely to have
depression than those who having job and income. The surprised
results are depression increased with increasing respondent’s
education and husband’s education.

For Lack of self-confident, the regression result show when
women have experience with violence, they will be more likely to
have lack of self-confident than others. Also, young women are more
likely to have lack of self-confident than older, lack of self-confident
will increase with women who have no job, lack of self-confident will
decrease when women’s education increase, and lack of self-confident
will increase with women whom husbands don not have job.

Last results include social anxiety. Theregression results show that
when women have experience with violence, they will be more likely
to have social anxiety than others. Also, young women likely to have
more social anxiety than old women, women who their husbands do
not have a job are likely to have more social anxiety than these who
have job, women who have not job, income are more likely to have
social anxiety than those who having job and income, and women who
their husbands have less education are likely to have more social
anxiety than these who have.

Table 4 show regression analysis:

. Lack of self-  Social Total
Depression nfident anxie mental
o ¢ ty health
B B B B
(Constant) 4.188* 5.211* 7.215% 16.614*
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exposed to

violence by  4.082* 4.228* 1.293* 7.017*

her husband

R age -.017 -.033 -.021 -.005

Husband job  .714 -.489 -.088 137

Husband's ——_ 5 -.001 030 -.001

mcome

R job -1.318* 77T .400 -1.696*

R income -.002 -.001 -.011 -.003

R Education  .073 -.059 -.047 -.084

Husband 183+ -.052 -.021 -.109*

education

Adjusted R 5 ¢ 782 235 744

Square

R 750 .889 513 868
Discussion

This study attempts to highlight an important and sensitive issue
related with the woman in the world, which is violence against
women by husbands, and its relationship with their mental health.
This issue does not relate to specific ideological, political, or
economic characteristics, but this is a public issue out of a historic
and humanitarian. Studies emphasized that the violence against
women and accepting this behavior by women is not a healthy
phenomenon. However, it in primarily consider the product of mental
and knowledge disorders because violence against women has
twofold; A man is characterized by mental and neurological disorders
that affecting control of its aggressiveness, and a woman suffering
from mental disorders and lack of knowledge <economic ¢«educational
and cultural, makes her receptive to this violence.

Based on that, we need to have psychoneurological studies that
identify the underlying causes of marital violence and develop
outreach programs and therapeutic depends on the active strategies to
facing man’s violence with the provision of services in parallel to the
women to understand their rights. In addition to the need for outreach
programs and treatment for violent husband, and work to help him to
control his mental disorders, cognitive and neurological that leads
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him to commit violent behavior. In brief, the need to emphasize that
the wife is not a female is unable to give even degrades, the dignity of
this situation, but she is completed a life of societies. In addition, the
reason for the existence of this life only through the concerted efforts
of both husband and wife.
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! For analysis, I use SPSS 19 which is a computer program used for statistical
analysis.
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Abstract

This study reviewed using peer correction as a teaching technique in
dictation exercise and explored the attitude of second year university
students studying health sciences in the College of Health Sciences in
Gharyan towards peer correction. More than seventy students
participated in this study. The study participants were exposed to
lecturer's feedback and colleague's feedback and their attitudes
towards both techniques were measured by using a questionnaire. The
results revealed that the majority of the questionnaire respondents
preferred their dictation exercise to be corrected by their lecturer,
while a small number of the respondents favoured their colleagues'
feedback. The participants gave many reasons behind their
preferences. These reasons were discussed in relation to the
advantages and limitations of peer correction presented in the
literature review. It seems that preparation, both psychologically and
linguistically, is needed before applying peer correction to obtain the
hopeful benefit of this teaching technique.

Key words: peer correction, lecturer' feedback, teaching technique
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Introduction
English Medical terms can be learned by using many teaching
techniques.
Teachers may ask their students to learn these terms by heart at home.
This includes learning their definitions/ meaning, their spelling and
their correct pronunciation. This is a hectic assignment with possible
inaccuracy especially in spelling and pronunciation. Doing this work
away from the direct guidance of the teacher may lead to many
problems such as misspelling and incorrect pronunciation.
Presenting the medical terms in classroom with their correct
pronunciation and thorough explanation of their definitions may help
students to learn the new terms properly. Yet, the way a teacher
presents these terms may take deferent forms. One traditional way is
to write the new terms with their meanings on the board and explain

the meaning by using examples or illustrative figures such as a
picture, a diagram, a chart...etc.
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And to be sure that these terms are correctly learned by students,
many teachers use dictation as a learning device. By the end of the
class a teacher can dictate the medical terms given to confirm that
students hear the correct pronunciation of the terms and can spell them
correctly. By repeating every term at least three times with normal
speed, students have a good chance to learn the correct pronunciation
of the given terms and can guess their correct spelling.
The proper use of dictation should include the terms in meaningful
text. This gives students the opportunity to learn not only
pronunciation and spelling, but they can also learn grammar and
punctuation. However, in this paper we limit dictation to only the
medical terms because our participants’ English language level is
lower than intermediate and the major aim of the English course given
is to build enough asset of vocabulary in order to use them in their
medical courses.
Teachers who use dictation frequently find it difficult to correct their
students’ work and give useful feedback every week. This could be
worse with large number of students in class. Because of this, many
teachers use peer feedback technique to save their time and effort.
Students can find the correct answer of the incorrect spelling in either
normal or electronic dictionary or by scanning the lesson where the
dictated vocabulary is mentioned. This gives students the chance to
review the lesson and check the correct spelling of the dictated
vocabulary at the same time.
Peer feedback has its advantages and its limitations. Many students
who were questioned about their attitude toward this technique
believed that they prefer their teachers’ feedback, and many others
found their colleagues’ feedback more useful. The former think that
their teachers have enough experience to judge and correct their
errors. The later believe that they feel free to negotiate the incorrect
answers with their colleagues and they have the chance to accept or
reject their colleagues’ suggestions.
This study reviews the benefits of peer correction to both teachers and
students. In other words, it discusses the benefit of beer correction
both as a teaching device and as a learning means. This is supported
by exploring the attitudes of second year medical university students
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towards peer correction. These students are divided into two groups.
They are given dictation exercise , the first group is asked to correct
their work by themselves and the second group’s work is corrected by
their teacher. This is followed by a short questionnaire asking the
participants to give their attitudes towards peer correction and
teacher’s correction and the reason(s) behind their preferences.
Study background
Peer  feedback is defined asa  practice in language
education where feedback is given by one studentto another.
Students are asked by their lecturer to correct each other’s work. Thus,
peer feedback is a two-way process in which one cooperates with the
other. The work could be a written composition or dictation or any
other classroom written exercise. This teaching device is a common
classroom practice used by teachers with large number of students.In
line with this, Liu and Hansen (2002, p.1) defined peer feedback as
the "use of learners as sources of information, and interactants for
each other in such a way that learners assume responsibilities
normally taken on by a formally trained teacher."
Many arguments in the literature reviewed are found either in favour
or against peer feedback. The attitude towards this technique has been
gathered from both teachers and students. For instance, Rollinson
(2005, p.29) stated that,

For the teacher who perhaps wishes to escape from the tyranny of

the red pen  (if only temporarily) and explore an activity that can
complement her own feedback to her students’ writing, collaborative
peer group response is a potentially rewarding option.
So teachers can break the daily routine by asking his/her students to
correct a written exercise such as dictation in classroom and his/her
role can be limited to only organising the students into groups or
exchanging the papers among students and be ready to answer any
question(s) raised by them. Lou et. al. (2016) claimed that peer
feedback is a key to the quality of group work in foreign language
classrooms. Oral notes can be given by the teacher if there is a need
for that. By so doing, the role of the teacher complements the peer
feedback and the result is better learning of, for example, correct
spelling/pronunciation of certain vocabulary.
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Esmaeeli et al. (2014) highlighted that this technique has many social
and cognitive benefits. Students can talk to each other freely and
debate any suggestion regarding the topic they are asked to correct.
This encourages them to squeeze their minds and try to give the best
answer to the questions raised during the debate. Arias (2009, p.7)
wrote that "peer correction encourages learners to communicate
clearly and offer a sense of enjoyment that will move students from a
passive role of recipients into the active role of builders of
knowledge." In her conclusion Arias (2009, p.33) assured that "the
students showed interest to correct their friends' work and accepted
being corrected by their classmates with a gentle attitude and no
complain."
Rollinson (2005) stated that peer audiences are potentially more
sympathetic than the more distant and possibly more judgmental
teacher audience. Clever students have a good chance to help their
colleagues who find difficulties in understanding certain points and
the less clever ones usually welcome this assistance. This promotes
the confidence among the talented ones and encourages the less
talented to usefully participate in the activity. However, teachers can
always have general comments about the common errors which are
supposed to face students in general. Because of the big number of
students in the class, teachers are not able to deal with every student's
errors. Dealing with every individual student may consume a lot of
time and effort and may cause noise in classroom.
This belief was emphasized by Caulk (1994) who found that teacher's
feedback was rather general, whereas student responses were more
specific. Another reason why peer feedback has been adopted is that
"it tends to be of a different kind from that of the teacher." (Rollinson
2005, p.24) Teachers usually use red pen to highlight the uncorrected
items which is not favoured by many students. The more the red pen is
used the more the negative attitude a student may have. The student
may end up making revisions without necessarily agreeing with or
even understanding the teacher’s authoritative comments. This
negative attitude is very much decreased when the correction is done
by a colleague since there is a good chance to discuss the error and
learn the correct answer to the item under scrutiny. Yet teacher' help is
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always needed when the discussion is getting hotter and a consensus
on the correct answer is not reached. Thus peer correction and
teacher's feedback can complement each other as Berg (1999) and
Chaudron (1984) note.
In agreement with the advantages of peer feedback, Sackstein( 2017,
p. 4) stated that,

Student-to-student feedback isoften received more positively than

teacher-to-student feedback. With basic instruction and ongoing

support, students can learn to be exceptional peer strategists,

providing thoughtful insight into what works from an audience’s

perspective and offering constructive strategies for improvement.
Another advantage of peer feedback is that discussion about feedback
outside classroom can be continued between colleagues, which means
enough time is available for peer correction to be finalized. With the
limited time available for the students in classroom to discuss certain
points, students have a chance to complete and have deeper discussion
in their break about any controversial item. This is not possible with
busy teachers who have other classes to teach.
Orlichet. al. (1990), cited in Arias (2009), claimed that peer correction
can be a good way to help disadvantaged or students with special
needs. Students who are shy do not feel confident to participate
individually in classroom because they are afraid of making mistakes.
Peer correction helps students reduce shyness and overcome
difficulties, the advanced students helping the weak ones who
sometimes understand better a classmate's explanation and comments
than teacher's.
In spite of the many advantages peer feedback technique has, many
teachers believe that this technique has many limitations. Nilson
(2003, p.34) stated that "research finds that this type of feedback has
questionable wvalidity, reliability, and accuracy, and instructors
consider much of it too uncritical, superficial, vague, and content-
focused, among other things." It is time consuming and may cause a
lot of noise which may add to the stress teachers have. Some teachers
may also feel that peer correction may distract them from their direct
guidance to their students and keep them away from evaluating the
actual progress of their students. Also, many teachers, in spite of the
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hectic work they do, they like to do everything for their students in
class by themselves.
In line with this, many students are uncertain about the purpose and
the advantage of this technique. They are not happy with correcting
their work by their colleagues who have almost the same English
proficiency. They are also afraid that many of their colleagues will not
take this exercise seriously and use the mistakes to laugh at and
embarrass their colleagues. This may happen a lot among female
students. They just spend the time allowed for correction chatting to
each other about feminine topics and wait for the teacher to offer any
comment to benefit from. Actually, many students believe that there is
no alternative to their teacher’s red- penned notations. That is the only
authorized pen they can trust and learn from. Students usually respect
and respond more to their teacher's feedback rather than their peers'
feedback, and they often take peer feedback for granted so that they
do not make corrections based on it.
Furthermore, in every classroom there is a number of students who
lack sufficient knowledge to usefully participate in this activity. So
they either keep quite or distract their colleagues' attention by talking
about non related topics. On the other hand, weak students do not like
their colleagues to see their poor performance. They are embarrassed
which may affect negatively their attendance. This may devalue this
technique and waste the valuable and limited time students have in
classroom. This is in agreement with Wikipedia where it is written
that,

Some students actually lack ability to give peer feedback owing

to insufficient knowledge. In this case, students hardly learn

from others, so peer feedback loses track of its original rationale

to help the other get improvement.
Finally, due to many cultural constraints, Libyan girls in both
secondary and university levels of education are hesitant and shy
when asked to participate in group activities especially if classroom is
mixed with both males and females. In this case, males usually take
the leading role while females are passive. This may paralyze the
debate and encourage the less talented male ones to dominate and
empty the activity from its aimed benefit. This, of course, can be
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controlled by adapting certain procedure which will be highlighted in
the recommendation section.
Peer feedback teaching technique can be used in any written
classroom activity such as writing composition and dictation exercise
used for the sake of learning not for the sake of assessment. In this
study, this procedure is used in correcting dictation usually practiced
by the end of the lesson to be sure that students listen correctly to the
pronunciation and the spelling of the new medical vocabulary given
during the lesson.
Teachers and linguists have recognized many benefits of dictation.
Cited inKavaliauskieng, et. al. (2009, p.2), R. Montalvan (1990),
highlighted that there are,
At least 20 advantages of dictation, and the most important are: 1)
dictation can help develop all four language skills in an integrated
way; 2) it can help learn grammar; 3) it helps to develop short-term
memory; 4) practice in careful listening to a speaker will be useful
to learners in the future in the note taking activities, for instance,
listening to lectures; 5) dictation fosters unconscious thinking in the
new language; 6) correction can be done by the students - peer
correction of written dictation leads to oral communication.
More than a half of European teachers use dictation as a teaching
technique for the benefits they have observed as stated by Davis
&Rinvolucri, (2002). They apply this teaching technique from time to
time as a variety of classroom activity to keep the classroom
atmosphere live since students can speak freely to each other and sit in
groups during peer correction.
Myint (1998) emphasized that dictation forces students to write at
least 20 to 25 words in English every week and thus improves their
general writing skill and perhaps increases their vocabulary. Dictation
1s a written exercise that gives students the opportunity to write in
English the medical terms both during the dictation process or during
the peer correction process. By doing this exercise every week at least
once, students are able to improve their writing skill. They can write
faster with accuracy and with less spelling mistakes. Their
handwriting can also be improved.
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Furthermore, dictation activities help students to identify their errors
especially the common spelling mistakes. Most of the medical terms
are borrowed from other languages such as Latin and Greek so their
spelling, in many occasions, do not apply the English spelling rules,
which makes them difficult to learn. Their pronunciation also needs
careful attention. With the repetition of the dictated terms at least three
times during dictation procedure helps in learning the accurate
pronunciation of the given words. Actually, it is a good practice of
listening skill in which students learn to distinguish between the
pronunciation of close phonemes such as /m/ and /n/ and words such
as "neighbour" and "labour" , for example.
Finally, it can be said that dictation as a teaching technique is proved
to be useful in learning English medical terms which needs more work
both in learning their pronunciation and spelling. With oral repetition
of these terms and peer correcting the errors, students have a good
chance to learn these terms by heart and be able to identify,
understand and use them in their written medical reports.
The next part of this paper presents the methodology used to
understand and explain the attitude of the medical university second
year students studying in the College of Health Sciences in Gharyan
towards peer correction used in classroom dictation activity as a
teaching technique.
Methodology
After reviewing the literature related to the advantages and the
limitations of peer correction, about a hundred medical university
second year students studying in the College of Health Sciences in
Gharyan were asked about their attitude towards peer feedback/peer
correction used by their lecturer in the classroom when practicing
dictation activity which was used as a teaching technique.
It was assumed that the study participants preferred correcting their
diction by their colleagues for the benefits stated in the literature
review. To affirm this hypothesis or nullify it, a questionnaire was
prepared and given to the targeted respondents asking them to express
their attitudes towards peer correction and whether they prefer their
colleagues' correction or their teachers' and the reasons behind their
preferences.
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However, before distributing the questionnaire to the students, two
sessions of dictation activities were organized. The first session was
corrected by the lecturer and the second one was peer corrected. This
was done to alert the students to the benefits and limitations of lecturer
correction and peer correction and help them in deciding of which
technique they favour and the reason(s) behind their option.
Study questions

1. What is the attitude of medical university second year students
studying in the College of Health Sciences in Gharyan towards
peer correction?

2. What is the attitude of medical university second year students
studying in the College of Health Sciences in Gharyan towards
lecturer's feedback ?

3. What are the reasons behind the study participants' preferences?

Participants

The total number of students studying in the second year of the

College of Health Sciences was about a hundred and twenty. Yet the

number participated in the study and offered to complete the

questionnaire was seventy two. Absenteeism and reluctance to
participate were behind the difference in number. This is because the
participation was optional. All of them successfully passed medical

English course (1). Their English background was almost similar with

small individual differences. 61 students (i.e. 84.7 percent) were

females and 11 students (i.e.15.3 percent) were male students. The
high percentage of female students might be attributed to the
profession ( i.e. nursing ) which is favoured by females. This

profession is one of the departments available in the college that has a

promising future with girls rather than boys. The participants' ages

vary between twenty to twenty two years old, with an average age of

20.5. All of them are registered as regular students which means that

attending at least eighty percent of the lectures is obligatory.

Gender Frequency Percent
Male 11 15.3
Female 61 84.7
Total 72 100.0
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Table 1. Gender of the study participants

Instruments

A questionnaire was prepared to measure the attitude of the targeted
participants towards peer correction and lecturer's correction. Two
items were included in this questionnaire. The first one asked the
participants of whether they prefer their classroom written activities to
be corrected by their lecturer or corrected by their colleagues. The
second item, which is an open end question, asked them about the
reason(s) behind their preference. Enough space was left for the
participants to express their justifications. They were asked to do that
in Arabic to avoid misunderstanding.

Data analysis

Seventy two copies of the questionnaire were collected by the
researcher. SPSS computer software was used to analyze the data
collected. The first part of the data was quantified to be easy for
analysis and the second part was qualitatively analysed. The analysis
revealed that 58 students (i.e. 80.6 percent) preferred their lecturer's
correction of their dictation, while 14 students (i.e. 19.4 percent)
preferred the correction of their colleagues.

Table 2. Mean of feedback

Mean of correction Frequency Percent Valid percent
Lecturer feedback 58 80.6 80.6
Peer feedback 14 194 194
Total 72 100.0 100.0

Many reasons were given for and against peer correction as shown in
Table 3 below. The study participants gave their justifications for the
option they favoured. With little experience of the benefits of peer
correction technique, the majority highly appreciated their lecturer's
feedback. These reasons are discussed in the following section.
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Table 3. Advantages of lecturer's and peer corrections

Advantages of lecturer's correction

Advantages of peer correction

My lecturer is more experience than a
colleague.

I learn better with colleague's
correction.

My lecturer is trusted source of
information than my colleague.

I can exchange information and
benefit from my colleague.

Objectivity with lecturer's feedback is
guaranteed.

Colleagues are more understandable
to each other's errors and can tolerate
small mistakes.

Confidentiality is assured.

Students' level of Kknowledge in
English is almost similar, so my errors
are accepted with positive attitude.

My lecturer is better understanding of
my errors than my colleague.

With close friends I feel easy and
happy to correct each other's errors.

My lecturer accepts my errors with no
sarcasm or jokes.

My lecturer looks at my errors
positively.

My lecturer encourages me though of
my errors.

My lecturer is more careful and
precise in correcting my errors.

My lecturer's correction can be easily
understood and learned.

I feel safer with my lecturer's

feedback.

Discussion

It was evident that the majority of the questionnaire respondents
preferred their lecturer's red pen correction in spite of the scaring
marks in this colour. They had a strong belief that only their
professors have the trusted information and the right to correct their
errors. They feel that their lecturers understand their errors and can
tolerate their weakness. They are not embarrassed or feel shy when
criticized by their teachers both orally or in writing. They actually feel
safe and learn more with their lecturer's feedback.

With the few students who expressed their satisfaction and happiness
with their colleagues' feedback, it can be said that this negative
attitude towards peer correction is attributed to the following reasons.
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1. Dictation exercise could be something new to most of the students
who are used to it only as an assessment instrument. To have a
dictation activity that is corrected by their colleagues is something
unexpected since they always expect the feedback to come from their
lecturer who knows what is right and wrong. In their secondary school
they were taught that their teacher is the only trusted source of
knowledge. So when our participants were asked to exchange their
dictation papers, they were surprised and many of them, both males
and females, were embarrassed. They actually do not want their
colleagues to see and count their errors. The situation became worse
when they were asked to give marks which reveals their weakness.
That is probably why they expressed their support to their lecturer's
feedback rather than their colleagues' feedback.
This is in agreement with the information mentioned in the Wikipedia
(2018) which stated that many students may feel uneasy if their
colleagues correct their work. Actually, there are students who do not
like to be evaluated by their classmates.
2. With the new experience of peer correction many students are not
confident enough to give correct feedback with the limited time
available for them. They actually lack the knowledge to give the
correct answer. The spelling of many dictated medical terms are not
easy for them to learn since most of these terms are borrowed from
other languages such as Latin or Greek. They need time and effort to
check the correct spelling either from the lesson or from their
dictionary. Lazy students often wait for their lecturer to guide them to
the correct spelling and they just copy it in their notebooks. Less
active students are always passive and prefer ready information from
their teacher. This could be another reason behind lecturer's feedback
support.
3. It seems that preparing students for this exercise is vital. Explaining
the benefits of peer correction and the steps that should be followed
can help in understanding the aims of beer feedback and gain the
support and cooperation of the students. Moving around tables and
interfering when necessary guarantee the outcome which is students'
learning from each other's errors.
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Cited in Amy (2005, p. 150), Hansen and Liu (2005) have given some
guiding principles for effective peer response, which include
"planning well beforehand, creating purposeful peer response sheets
for learners to follow, providing students with linguistic strategies and
instructing students how to ask right questions." So by preparing
students psychologically and teaching them how to deal with this
exercise, students may like it and be ready to learn something new.
4. As stated in the literature review section, due to many cultural
constraints, Libyan girls in both secondary and university levels of
education are hesitant and shy when asked to participate in group
activities especially if classroom is mixed with both males and
females. In this case, males usually take the leading role while females
are passive. This may paralyze the debate and encourage the less
talented male ones to dominate and empty the activity from its aimed
benefit. This, of course, can be minimized by adapting a certain
procedure which includes arranging boys in groups and girls in
separate groups and giving the chance to students to choose their peers
to be in their groups. This can encourage female students to actively
participate in the exercise and learn from each other.
For the small number of students who favoured to be corrected by
their peers, it seems that they enjoyed talking to each other freely
during the time located for correction. Since students were arranged
into groups, they have the chance to chat in any topic away from
teacher's close surveillance. They can exchange opinions and criticize
each other freely especially if they are close friends. They can even
make jokes and laugh at each other while detecting each other's errors.
Unsurprisingly, these types of students are expected to be the fans of
peer correction. However, with the careful guidance of the lecturer by
close monitoring of the students' behavior, students can benefit from
this exercise and learn something new.
Another reason behind our participants' support to peer correction is
that dictation exercise with peer correction gave them the chance to
break the routine which they are used to every week. Students realized
that by supporting this exercise they can get something different
which may refresh the boring classroom atmosphere. They can move
around and sit in groups. There is no need to focus on their books and
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follow the written lines carefully especially in reading sessions.
Actually, in dictation exercise they have to close books and notebooks
to avoid cheating.
Finally, it can be stated that by preparing students for dictation
exercise we can catch two birds with one stone: students have a
chance to get something different and break the classroom routine,
and learn from each other by using peer feedback. Many classroom
researches suggested that peer correction has many benefits as stated
in the literature review above. Talented teachers are able to use this
teaching technique successfully and gain their students' support.
Conclusion and recommendations
The results of the study suggested that the majority of the study
participants preferred their written work to be corrected by their
lecturers. Only few questionnaire respondents preferred their dictation
to be corrected by their colleagues. With total ignorance of peer
corrections' benefits and lack of students' preparation for this exercise
such an outcome was expected.
To guarantee the hopeful outcome of peer feedback, it is
recommended to prepare students for this exercise both
psychologically and linguistically.
There should be a clear vision about the final outcome of this exercise.
Students are recommended to know the benefits they expect to get and
the steps they have to apply in order to harvest these benefits. Training
is necessary before the actual application of this exercise. It is the
nature of human being to resist anything new. It is normal that
students initially refuse, then ignore and finally accept this exercise
and join the fans of peer correction.
Realising that their work will be checked by a colleague, students will
try to:

v" do their best to get the correct answer,

v" have readable beautiful handwriting,

v’ organize their answers in a systematic clear structure,

v’ finish the whole exercise to get the best marks.
This encourages the competition among students to do their best and
hopefully learn the new medical terms given to them during the
dictation exercise and save the lecturer's time and effort.
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