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Foreign trade of Libyan fisheries and its role in bridging the

food gap

Summary:

The Libyan economy is still dependent on oil exports. This is
considered an economic policy. It presents the country with special
economic problems and is linked to the political and security
conditions of the country. As in recent years, , From the decline in
production and fluctuation in prices.

Fish trade is one of the options for the state to contribute to supporting
the economy on the one hand and providing food to the population on
the other.

This study dealt with the geographical distribution of fish exports and
imports, their economic value, their contribution to bridging the food
gap, the difficulties related to foreign trade, and the development of
policies for their development.

The study was based on the statistical method and the kartographic
method in the representation of statistical data on maps and graphs.
The study found a number of results, the most prominent of which is
that there is variation in the quantity of fish exported from year to
year, and Tunisia has acquired most of them, and fish production does
not achieve surplus except in some years.

The study also recommended working on increasing the production
capacity of the fish through care, fish farming, improving the means
of fishing, providing modern equipment, improving marketing
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efficiency and achieving integration between foreign trade sectors,
and working on the development of the processed means of transport,
especially concerning the use of suitable refrigerants for freezing fish.
It is necessary to combine the services of land, sea and air transport to
promote export, study the international market for Libyan fish, and
work to improve the Libyan product in line with the tastes of

consumers at different levels and protect it from the pollution,,
especially exports to the European Union, which puts many of the

conditions to allow fish products to enter their markets.
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Abstract:
Spoken language production is often considered one of the most difficult
aspects of language learning (Brown & Yule, 1983). In reality, many
language learners find it difficult to express themselves in spoken form of
the target language. Moreover, most of them lack sufficient opportunities
to practice their English-speaking skills. Speaking is one of the primary
elements of communication. In EFL contexts, it requires special attention
and instruction. Like other non-natives, Libyan English students might
encounter certain problems in developing their speaking skills, which can
prevent them from communicating orally when they are required to do so.
Each student has their own problems. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the speaking problems of the students at Faculty of Education-
Azzawia University(enrolled for the academic year 2017-2018)and the
factors affecting their speaking performance. This case study reports the
findings of a questionnaire survey of the English speaking difficulties
experienced by a group of 30 of third semester students. The research
instrument used in this study was a questionnaire. The questionnaire
consists of 10 closed questions which cover many issues related to
English speaking problems such as: improper teaching method and
material, lack of environment, and some psychological factors related to
students themselves. Results are discussed. They indicate that students
face serious difficulties with speaking skills. Based on the research
findings some recommendations were made. The study was expected to
help students improve their performance in speaking classes.
Keywords: Speaking, Speaking Skills, Speaking difficulties
Rationale
By speaking we do not mean merely uttering words through mouth. It
means conveying the message through the words of mouth. This skill is
also neglected by students in the classroom; they do not get any chance

2019 s J5¥) £ jadl g s g geibaad] dind) 1Y) LS s 292



S of cdghiall tasf Ldiile ;f

Investigating Speaking Difficulties that Faced
either in the classroom or outside to speak English. Learning to speak also
demands a lot of practice and attention. We learn to speak our mother
tongue just by listening and repeating. In a similar manner, a foreign
language is learnt by imitation and reproduction. Richards (2008:44)
states that, “When people meet, they exchange greetings, engage in small
talk, recount recent experiences, and so on, because they wish to be
friendly and to establish a comfortable zone of interaction with others”.
This indicates that speaking fluently or being good in oral communication
is a core aspect of human to stay connected to each other. Since language
i1s an instrument of communication, there is no excuse for a language
learner for not being able to speak the language learnt.
1. Introduction
1.1.0verview
Speaking is the active use of language to express meaning, and for EFL
(English as Foreign Language) learners, the spoken language is the
medium through which a new language is encountered, understood,
practiced, and learnt. Rather than oral skills being simply one aspect of
learning language, the spoken form in the young learner’s classroom acts
as the prime source of language learning. Al Hosni (2014). However,
speaking problems can be major challenges to effective foreign language
learning and communication. English as foreign language (EFL) learners,
no matter how much they know about the English language, still face
many speaking difficulties. Many studies have indicated that oral
language development has largely been neglected in the classroom, and
most of the time, oral language in the classroom is used more by teachers
than by students. However, oral language, even as used by the teacher,
hardly ever functions as a means for students to gain knowledge and
explore ideas. To develop the knowledge to deal with oral communication
problems in an EFL context, researchers first need to know the real nature
of those problems and the circumstances in which ‘problems’ are
constructed.
1.2.Statement of problem
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In Libya, English is a compulsory subject learned by students; starts
from third grade at primary level then junior, senior high school and
university level. To leam a foreign language, students must learn
language skills such as speaking, listening, reading and writing. As one of
the skills in learning language, speaking enables people to send and
receive information or messages to others. Speaking is a process of
building and sharing meaning through the uses of verbal and nonverbal
symbol in various contexts. Thombury (2005). Like many students in
other countries, Libyan students have difficulties and obstacles in learning
English such as limitation of language exposure or input of language
itself. In spite of spending many years of attending classes, students
cannot speak English fluently; they still find difficulty to communicate in
English. This difficulty can be related to many factors such as:
1. Most of the students study English from the examination point of
view; they study only to pass their exams.
2. Most of the students depend on the class only and do not look for
improving their speaking by any other way.
3. Some teachers do not use much activities and still use their own
traditional method; bilingual method is adopted in language classes.
1.3.Statement of purpose
This study aims to:
1. Investigate and analyze the kinds of speaking problems that EFL
students at Faculty of Education-Azzawia University face.
2. Classify the students' speaking difficulties and their causes.
3. Identify the reasons for these problems from the perspective of
students.
1.4.Research question
In this research, to achieve the goals of the study, the following
question will be addressed:
“Why do Libyan students graduate with a low English speaking level,
and do not speak English fluently?”
1.5.Research hypothesis
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Speaking problems constrain learners to communicate with others when
they are involved in real-life situations and this may be due to the
following:

1.
2.
3.

Teaching methods during study.
Materials and tools used.
Lack of speaking chances

1.6.Delimitations of the study
The study has three limitations:

1.

2.

3.

2

Delimitation of time: The study was carried out and applied in spring
course of the academic year2017/2018.

Delimitation of place: The study was applied and carried out in
Faculty of Education-Azzawia University

Delimitation of Subject: The study will deal and discuss "Speaking
Difficulties Encountered by English Language Students at Faculty of
Education-Azzawia University and what the suitable solutions are?"
Review of related literature

2.1.What is speaking? Speaking is defined by Harries (1969:18) cited in

Juhana, 2012) as a ‘complex skill requiring the simultaneous use of a
number of different abilities which often developed out of different
rules'. "Speaking" is the delivery of language through the mouth. To
speak, we create sounds using many parts of our body, including the
lungs, vocal tract, vocal chords, tongue, teeth and lips. Speaking is the
second of the four, which are: 1. Listening 2. Speaking3. Reading 4.
Writing. This vocalized form of language usually requires at least one
listener. When two or more people speak or talk to each other, the
conversation is called a "dialogue". Speech can flow naturally from
one person to another in the form of dialogue. It can also be planned
and practiced, as in the delivery of a speech or presentation. Of
course, some people talk to themselves! In fact, some English learners
practice speaking standing alone in front of a mirror. Speaking can be
formal or informal: i) Informal speaking is typically used with family
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and friends, or people you know well. ii) Formal speaking occurs in
business or academic situations, or when meeting people for the first
time. Speaking is probably the language skill that most language
learners wish to perfect as soon as possible. Most university students
have problems of expressing their ideas in English accurately.

Speaking Skills

Every language has two kinds of skills. The first one is the receptive skill
which involves two aspects: understanding (listening) and reading; and
the second one is the productive skill, which involves writing and
speaking. Bygate (1987) stated that “speaking is a skill which deserves
attention as much as the literary skills in both native and foreign
languages”. When students speak in a confident and comfortable way,
they can interact better in real daily situations. It is even for students with
elementary English language abilities. For us, developing fluency implies
taking risks by using language in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere —an
atmosphere of trust and support. Speaking fluently, of course, involves
speaking easily and appropriately with others.

2.2.Aspects of speaking performance

Speaking becomes important because it is a skill that can make people
easily understand things explained. High School students’ speaking
ability is expected to be good because they have learned English since
some years before, and they will have many performances related to oral
skill in universities. But in fact, university students’ speaking ability is
still low. It is difficult to them to fulfill some aspects of speaking
performance such as:

1.Fluency: speaking ability is described as the ability to express a
sequence of ideas fluently. Fluency can be measured by a pausing factor
which is the total number of seconds of silence and time spent saying
‘um’ and ‘ah’. In this regard, Thombury (2005) claims that people can be
said as fluent speakers if they fulfill the following features:

a) Pauses may be long but not frequent
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c)
d)
1.

a)

¢)
d)

e)
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Pauses are usually filled
Pauses occur at meaningful transition points
There are long runs of syllables and words between pauses
Pronunciation: Pronunciation becomes important because it gives
meaning to what is being said. Wrong pronunciation may cause
misunderstanding or people involved in a conversation are offended.
Thombury (2005:8) defines pronunciation as ‘the student’s ability to
produce comprehensible utterances to fulfill the task requirements.’
Grammar: Brown (2001:362) states that ‘Grammar is the system of
rules governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of
words in a sentence’. In relation to contexts, a speaker should
consider the following things:
Who the speaker is
Who the audience is
Where the communication takes place
Styles and Registers
Implied versus Literal Meaning

. Vocabulary: During speaking, people normally choose words and

expressions that express their attitude, and suit their needs.
Interactive Communication: Brown (ibid: 269) suggests that most
of the difficulties faced by EFL student in speaking are the
‘interactive nature of communication’. In speaking, especially when
learners are having a conversation, they are engaging in a process of
negotiation of meaning. Thus, learners usually have problems in how
to say things, when to speak, and other discourse constants.
Appropriateness: For appropriate communication, people should
consider the following variables:

Topic

Participants

Gender

Channel
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6. Complexity: Halliday (1985: 87) cited in Senel, (2012), from his
point of view, it is wrong that written language is highly organized,
structured, and complex while spoken is disorganized, fragmentary,
and simple. The spoken language is complex in a different way. The
complexity of written language is ‘static and dense’, while spoken is

‘dynamic and intricate’. Brown (ibid) believes that what made

speaking difficult was related to the type of information that had to be

conveyed.
2.3.Importance of speaking skills

Why is the importance of speaking skills? While, according to Ur
(1996:90), ‘a picture may be worth a thousand words; those words will no
doubt come in handy if the picture is distorted or poorly understood’.
After all, the most effective way to communicate is through speech. Thus,
speaking skills are a vitally important method of communication. He
considered speaking as the most important skill among four skills
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) because people who know a
language are usually referred to as speakers of that language.

The aim of teaching English language in Libya is to enable students
communicate with English speakers who use oral and written skills.
However, such students fail to express themselves properly in speaking,
despite the fact that they have a good repertoire of vocabulary. Teachers
still use traditional methods of teaching and give more emphasis to
reading and writing, while listening and speaking are almost neglected.

The use of English as a second language (ESL) or a foreign language
(EFL) in oral communication is, without doubt, one of the most common
but highly complex activities necessary to be considered when teaching
English. Why is that necessary because we “live at a time where the
ability to speak English fluently has become a must, especially who want
to advance in certain fields of human endeavor”. (AlSibai, 2004:3 cited in
Al Nakhalah (2016)
2.4.Factors that cause speaking difficulties to EFL learners
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Zhang (2009) cited in Juhana, 2012) argued that speaking remains the

most difficult skill to master for the majority of English learners, and they

are still incompetent in communicating orally in English. According to Ur

(1996), there are many factors that cause difficulty in speaking, and they

are as follows:

1. Inhibition: Students are worried about making mistakes, fearful of
criticism, or simply shy.

2. Nothing to say: Students have no motive to express themselves.

3. Low or uneven participation: Only one participant can talk at a time
because of large classes and the tendency of some leamers to
dominate, while others speak very little or not at all.

4. Mother-tongue use: Learners who share the same mother tongue tend
to use it because it is easier and because leamers feel less exposed if
they are speaking their mother tongue.

2.5.Psychological factors that prevent students from speaking

Besides the aforementioned factors, there are some psychological factors

that hinder students from practicing their speaking in English class such

as:

A. Fear of Mistake

For many of researches, fear of mistake becomes one of the main

factors of students’ unwilling to speak in English in the classroom. Al
Hosni (2014)adds that this fear is linked to the issue of correction and
negative evaluation. In addition, this is also much influenced by the
students’ fear of being laughed at by other students or being criticized by
the teacher. Therefore, it is important for teachers to convince their
students that making mistakes is not a wrong or bad thing because
students can learn from their mistakes.

B. Shyness
Shyness is an emotional thing that many students suffer from at some

time when they are required to speak in English class. This indicates that

shyness could be a source of problem in students’ learning activities in
the classroom especially in the class of speaking. Therefore, paying
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attention on this aspect is also quite important in order to help the
students do their best in their speaking performance in the classroom.
Thorbury (2005).
C. Anxiety

Anxiety is a feeling of tension and nervousness. Horwitz(1991) cited
in Al Hosni, 2014) believes that anxiety about speaking a certain
language can affect students’ performance. It can influence the quality of
oral language production and make individuals appear less fluent than
they really are. This explanation suggests that teachers should make an
attempt to create a learning atmosphere which gives students more
comfortable situations in their learning activity.
D. Lack of Confidence

Regarding this factor, Nunan (1999) says that students’ lack of
confidence usually occurs when students realize that their conversation
partners have not understood them or when they do not understand other
speakers: they would rather keep silent while others do talking. This
shows that building students’ confidence is an important part of teacher’s
focus of attention. This means that the teachers should also learn how to
build the students’ confidence.
E. Lack of Motivation

With regard to the issue of motivation in learning, Brown,(2001)
stresses that motivation is important to notice in that it can affect
students’ unwilling to speak in English. In this sense, motivation is a key
consideration in determining the preparedness of learners to
communicate. He further adds that motivation is an inner energy. It has
been proven in many studies that students with a strong motivation to
succeed can persist in learning and gain better scores than those who have
weaker motivation of success showing that building students’ motivation
to learn is urgent for every teacher.
2.6.Previous related studies

It is mentioned in the literature that, naturally, to speak means to
produce some words representing one’s ideas. It is a process of building
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and sharing meaning through the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in
a variety of contexts (Ur, 1996). In line with this issue, there have been
some relevant researches conducted.

In Pakistan, although English language is being taught from nursery
to tertiary level of education, the problems remain growing as students are
unable to communicate properly in English. To explore the university
students’ difficulties in learning English language skills Kanwal,
&Khurshid, (2012) conducted a study. In order to highlight the speaking
difficulties, they developed a 27 items questionnaire was developed and it
was administered to 200 randomly selected students of department of
English. Collected data was analyzed. Results showed that overall
university students require extra help in improving their English listening,
skills. Moreover university students are not fully satisfied with their
present course contents of English language and teaching methodologies.
Senel (2012) conducted a study on 32 Turkish EFL students to investigate
their oral communication problems. The findings of the study revealed
that the students believed such factors as instructors’ interruption and
error correction, lack of native instructors, instructors’ methods and
techniques of teaching, insufficient number of English courses and their
inadequate content, and insufficient use of English outside the classroom
hindered their progress in oral communication skills.

Another study on speaking skills problems of 566 Jordanian EFL
students conducted by Al-jamal and Al-jamal (2014). The results of their
study indicated that the principal problems Jordanian EFL students
encountered in the way of developing their speaking skills were excessive
use of L1, overcrowded classes and lack of sufficient time to practice
speaking.

Hamad (2013) also examined English speaking skills problems of 150
female EFL students studying at the Saudi colleges for girls. The results
of the study revealed that speaking skills problems from the participants’
points of view included, among other factors, excessive use of L1, fear of
speaking English, not using L1 when it is necessary to clarify some
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issues, lack of sufficient exercises for developing speaking ability,
inefficient teaching techniques of instructors and insufficient time to
speak in speaking classes.

In the same vein, Soureshjani and Riahipour (2012) conducted an
inquiry into 215 Iranian EFL students’ and EFL instructors’ attitudes
regarding speaking skills problems. The findings of the study revealed
that students believed that the lack of teaching equipment, class facilities
and instructors were among problem-causing factors for the development
of their speaking skills while instructors believed that the instructors, the
amount of time allocated for speaking classes and the classroom
atmosphere were among problematic factors for speaking skills.

Another research study regarding this issue, Al Nakhalah (2016)
conducted a study which aimed at exploring the speaking difficulties and
the causes of such difficulties encountered by English language
Palestinian students, more specifically in Gaza, at Al Quds Open
University. The researcher used the experimental method so as to show
and measure the speaking difficulties encountered by those leamers. The
researcher designed an interview to be applied on the sample of the study.
Such interview will be applied for each student to investigate speaking
difficulties and the causes of such difficulties. The results showed and
indicated there some difficulties in the speaking of the students due to
some reasons such as use of mother tongue, shyness, motivation and lack
of confidence.

As for Libyan context, Abdallaha (2018)carried out a study dealing with
speaking difficulties that face Libyan EFL university students during the
spoken English course. The focus was on the first year university students
at the faculty of Arts and science English Language Department in Al
Kufra. The purpose of her study was to investigate and analyze the
speaking problems that Libyan university students face, and then identify
the reasons for these problems from the perspective of teachers and
students. The analytical descriptive method was used and the
questionnaire was used to gather the data which represent both the
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students' and teachers' attitudes. The primary data was collected using
questionnaire, and the analysis of the responses showed that first-year
students face many problems in learning spoken English as a skill within
their EFL degree programme at the faculty of Arts and Science — Al
Kufra
As the literature illustrates, a multitude of factors in EFL contexts can
inhibit EFL students’ progress in developing their speaking skills.
Therefore, the first step in solving the problems is to identify the
problems preventing EFL students from developing their speaking skills.
3. Methodology
3.1.Background of the study
In Libya’s education system, students begin studying English in primary
school, and Grammar Translation Method (GTM) is primarily employed
to teach English, which indicates that speaking and listening skills are of
secondary importance in the education system of the country. Moreover,
in the BA programs in Libya, which normally last for four years in total,
listening and speaking skills courses have to be taken during the first and
second years of their academic studies (or 1%, 2™ 3™ | and 4"
semesters). The underlying assumption for selecting EFL third semester
students for the present study was to investigate whether their speaking
skills problems would change after years of studying English from
elementary to tertiary level.
3.2.The Sample of the Study

The participants of the study are 30 third semester students enrolled
in spring course of the academic year 2017/2018 at Faculty of Education-
Azzawia University. They are randomly selected to answer the
questionnaire. Their ages range between 18 and 20 years. There are
twenty-five females and five males in this study. For the purpose of
validity and reliability, all of the participants are selected from the same
educational background, previous educational experience, and learning
context. All of them received formal instruction in English language for
about nine years. They also took two speaking courses as regular courses
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on the time table for second and third semesters. Moreover, neither the
participants had received any English language instruction in English
speaking countries nor had they been to any English speaking countries to
have any kind of English exposure.
3.3.Instruments (Method of Data Collection)
The research instrument employed to collect data for this study is a
student questionnaire. The questionnaire consists of 10 closed-question
designed in English and which focuses on speaking difficulties that
encounter Libyan college students (See appendix A).

3.4.Procedure

The questionnaire was administered to the EFL students, who were told
there would be no right/wrong answers, and also received an assurance
that their answers would have no effect on their academic scores.
Although the required instruction was given on the front page of the
questionnaire, the participants were provided with further explanation on
how to complete it. They were also informed that there would be no time
limit for completing the questionnaire; however, it took, on average, 30
minutes to complete the questionnaire.
3.5.Data Analysis and Discussion of results

The quantitative data derived from the student questionnaire were
analyzing using descriptive statistics of frequencies and percentages in
order to answer the research question, as follows:

Q1. Do you speak English during the class?

The answers to this question indicate thatl9 (63%) of the participants
choose Sometimes, 6 (20%) of them choose Yes, and only 5 (17%)
answer No (see figure 1). The results show that the majority of students
are not really satisfied about their participation in speaking during class.
The reasons behind that may be related to: anxiety, fear of mistakes, lack
of confidence, lack of vocabulary, relaying on L1, etc.

The finding is shared to a great extent by Senel’s (2012) findings of

excessive use of L1 and lack of confidence.
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63%
19
6 20% <«
17%
5
Yes No Sometimes

Fig. 1: statistical analysis of Questionl

Q2. Does your teacher use any classroom activities during lesson?

For this question, 18 (60%) of students answer Sometimes, 8 (27%)
choose No, and 4 (13%) say Yes (see figure 2). It seems that teachers do
not use that much of classroom activities during lessons. This is maybe
because teachers still use old traditional methods of teaching or because
of lack of tools and materials. These findings are supported by
Abdallaha’s (2018) study, in which, he found that Libyan EFL University
students were studying English as a compulsory course which encouraged
a negative attitude in learning a foreign language. The course-books used
in the classroom at primary and secondary schools include insufficient
speaking activities. Also, these findings are supported by a study on
speaking skills problems of Jordanian EFL students by Al-jamal and Al-
jamal (2014). The findings of their study revealed those instructors’
methods and techniques of teaching and their inadequate content hindered

students’ progress in oral communication skills.
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60%
18

8 27%

4 %

Yes No Sometimes

Fig. 2: statistical analysis of Question 2
Q3. How much does your teacher speak in each lesson?
8 (27%) say 60 minutes, 3 (10%) choose 30 minutes, and 19 (63%) of
students choose More (see figure 3). The results show that teachers do
speak during most of the class time, and students do not get chance for
improving their speaking skills. Hamad (2013) found that insufficient
time to speak in speaking classes, among other factors, was a problem-

causing factor for the students’ development of their speaking skills.
63%

19

3 SE—1

60 minutes  30|minutes More
Fig. 3: statistical analysis of Question 3
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Q4. How do you evaluate the English language of your teacher in general?
23 (77%) answer Good, 6 (20%) answer Very Good, and only on participant
chooses Poor (see figure 4). The analysis of the answers to this question reveals

the there is no problem with teachers as English instructors.
77%
23

6 20%

Very good GoodPoor
Fig. 4: statistical analysis of Question 4

05. Do you have any motivation to speak English?
25 (83%) say Yes, and 6 (17%) answer No. (See figure 5). The results
show that most of students are motivated to speak English and willing to
improve their language.
83%
25 «

17%

Yes No
Fig. 5: statistical analysis of Question 5
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Q6. Do you have a chance to speak with native English speakers out of
school/university?
16 (53%) participants answer Never, 9 (30%) answer Sometimes, and 5
(17%) of them choose Not much(see figure 6). The majority of students
do not have chances to practice speaking with foreigners. This is because
Libya is not a tourist country (lack of environment)

16 B%

5 17%

Never Sometimes Not much

Fig. 6: statistical analysis of Question 6

Q7. Have you taken any English courses out of school/university?

21 participants (70%) answer No, whereas only 6 (20%) say Yes. (See
figure 7). The results of this question indicate that most of students are
not taking any English courses to improve their speaking skills. The
reason behind that can be the low income of their families or lack of
motivation. Same findings shared by Senel (2012) who found during his
study, and among many factors, that insufficient use of English outside

the classroom hindered student’s progress in oral communication skills.
70%
21

620%

Yes No
Fig. 7: statistical analysis of Question7
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Q8. How much satisfied are you with material, tools and equipment
provided for learning English in your college?

25 (83%) of the participants choose Not satisfied, 5 (17%) Just satisfied,
and 0 (0%) of them answer very satisfied (see figure 8). This means that
most of the students are not satisfied with tools and equipment used in
English department. This is either because they are very used or not even
provided. Also, these findings corroborated Soureshjani and Riahipour’s
(2012) findings to a great extent whose study revealed that students
believed that the lack of teaching equipment, class facilities were among
problem-causing factors for the development of their speaking skills.

83%
25

0

0

0 - l
—
1

Very satisfied  Just satisfiedNot satisfied
Fig. 8: statistical analysis of Question 8

Q9. Do you use mother tongue while speaking English?

18 participants (60%) answer Sometimes, 6 (20%) say Always, and also 6
(20%) choose Never (See figure 9). The responses to this question ensure
that the majority of the students use mother tongue, which means that
they do not have much of chances to listen to native English speakers and
learn how to speak English correctly. These findings are supported by
results of Kanwal, &Khurshid, (2012)’s, who found out that majority of
students are failed to speak English fluently. Cause of this factor that they
develop habit of translating from primary classes. They think first in their
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native language and then, translate it into English. So, they can’t speak

fluently.

18 60%

20% 20%

Always Never Sometimes
Fig. 9: statistical analysis of Question9

Q10. Problems of speaking English that are related to the following
reasons:

21 participants (70%) choose a. ‘You feel afraid or shy to speak English
in front of your partner/teacher’. , 7 (23%) answer b.‘Lack of
confidence’, whereas only 2 (7%) say c.‘You are weak and cannot
communicate’ (See figure 10). This means that the main problem of
students is that they are either afraid of making mistakes or shy, when
they speak English in front of people. The same results reached by Al
Nakhalah (2016), who found out that the students face difficulties due to
some reasons such as use of mother tongue, shyness, motivation and lack
of confidence.

70%
21

720%

7%

2

Fig. 10: statistical analysis of Question 10
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In summary, the results indicated that there were a variety of factors
that affect the students 'speaking performance. The results from student
questionnaire showed that most of the students thought that their speaking
performance was affected by their fear or shyness. In addition, the
students thought that they needed to be confident to perform well. Last
but not least, the students reported that their performance was also
affected by inability to communicate during speaking activities and the
pressure to perform well.

All over the study, we try the answer the research question which is
‘Why do Libyan students graduate with a low English speaking level,
and do not speak English fluently?’ The results of the above figures
reveal that reason of failure in speaking English of majority of students,
among other factors, is Lack of practice. For every skill, practice is
required. They do not have sufficient practice in speaking skill. Because,
they do not have such an environment in which they make practice. The
results of above figures reveals that majority of students are agreed upon
the point that they do not get chance for practice or improving their
speaking skills. Teachers do not provide them chance for improving
English speaking skills during class time. Moreover, the results of the
above figures tell that most of students do not like to speak English in
class. There may be two possible reasons of this. Either they have lack of
confidence and feel hesitation while speaking or they do not know how to
speak English.

4. Methods to improve your speaking skills as an EFL learner

Based on the results of the study, some recommendations can be made to:

1. To EFL Students to overcome their speaking problems:

a) Surround yourself with English: the absolute best way to improve
speaking skills is to surround you with it. Listen to English radio
broadcasting, watch English news, movies, television and speak with
your friend whenever you can.

b) Watch English films and TV: this is not only a funny way to lean
but also very effective. Watching films is a great way to learn English.
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You can turn the subtitle on and play back again and again until you
understand or you can follow what is being said. TV can be a lot
harder to follow but can be good if you watch the same program each
week. Watching TV not only gives you the chance to hear something
correctly for the first time, but also it can be great practice for
listening to native English speakers.
Speak English as often as possible: if you have native speakers or
friends speaking English fluently, you should speak with them
whenever you can. This helps you to get rid of fear and gain more
trust of yourself. Conversation is a good training which makes a good
speaker of you. Summer, &Amanda, (2010) insist that it is widely
agreed among education experts that the best way to learn to speak
foreign language is to engage in natural conversation with native
speakers of the language.
Listen to native speakers as much as possible: according to Goh
(2007), radio and TV are great ways to improve your English.
Television programs generally divide up into different subjects, such
as movies, documentaries, the news, soap operas, comedy and so on.
Choose the type of program that you really like and watch it as
regularly as possible.
To English Teacher: encourage the students to speak English in
English class, not using their mother tongue. Get them to read the
English book or English dictionary to enrich their vocabulary
knowledge.
The next researchers are suggested to find more difficulties and the
factors contributing to students’ difficulties in speaking English, then
find the best solution to overcome those matters.
Conclusion
English is important as an international language. It is also called the

major window on the world, which means that English gives us the view
of the various progresses taking place in the world. Ten years of school
study and four years college study do not make students mastery over

2019 s J5¥) £ jadl g s g geibaad] dind) 1Y) LS s 312



S of cdghiall tasf Ldiile ;f

Investigating Speaking Difficulties that Faced
English. While they are in schools as well as colleges English is not
taught properly: bilingual method is adopted in language classes. This
method helps only to slow learners to some extent. Moreover, this act
reduces the real learning process as a whole. To learn English requires
constant practice and patience. Most of the students study English from
the examination point of view, so they are not able to produce even a
single sentence without grammatical error. Furthermore sufficient
practice is not given to students to learn a language.

The aim of this study is to investigate factors that become student’s
obstacles to speak English. Furthermore, the causes of the factors and the
possible solutions to overcome the obstacles are also covered in this
study. Previous researches such as online articles and jourals have been
examined as resources in order to identify and analyze the issues
minutely.

In general, from the results of the investigation, it was evident that
students at Faculty of Education-Azzawia University encountered many
problems in learning and mastering speaking skills. Moreover, there were
many factors that contributed to their success and failure in performing
speaking tasks which needed to take important steps toward
improvements.

Overall it can be concluded that, most students believed that the lack
of practice was the main factor causing an obstacle for them to speak
English. As for suggestions, the teachers should encourage students to
participate in speaking activities and create an English speaking
environment. As for the students, they should first understand the
importance of speaking skills. Their awareness of their studies may result
in their motivation for learning. Secondly, they should practice speaking
English outside the classroom more often by doing the speaking tasks in
the textbook at home with their classmates, joining speaking club where
they can use English to communicate and speaking on their own in front
of a mirror. Finally, they should use English in the class instead of Arabic
to make it a habit.
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Appendix I: Questionnaire Used in the study

Students’ Questionnaire

Dear students,

We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions

for the sake of ourstudy about English speaking difficulties that face

Libyan college students and different factors that affect your participation

and, consequently, your oral proficiency in the oral expression module. It
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will be used as a base for the study being conducted through Faculty of
Education-Azzawia University. Thank you for participation
Name: ... Age: .........
Instructions :Please, put a tick (@) in the corresponding box and answer
the following questions in a sincere way.

Q1. Do you speak English during the class?

a. Yes b. No c.
Sometimes
Q2. Does your teacher use any classroom activities during lesson?
a. Yes b. No c.
Sometimes
Q3. How much does your teacher speak in each lesson?
a. 30 minutes b. 60 minutes c More
Q4. How do you evaluate the English language of your teacher in
general?
a.Very good b.  Good c. Poor
05. Do you have any motivation to speak English?
a. Yes b. No
Q6. Do you have a chance to speak with native English speakers out of
school/university?
a. Sometimes b. Notmuchc! |Never
Q7. Have you taken any English courses out of school/university?
a. Yes b. No

Q8. How much satisfied are you with tools and equipment provided for
learning English in your college?

a. Very satisfied b. Just satisfied c. Not satisfied
Q9. Do you use mother tongue while speaking English?

a. Always b. Sometimes c. Never
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Q10. Problems of speaking English that are related to the following
reasons:

a. You are weak and cannot communicate by using English.

b. You feel afraid or shy to speak English in front of your

partner/teacher.
¢. Lack of confidence.
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